a we -— IM IC OTF ICH + - "mw. ” > "2 —W > x >. SY —_ LG + EAT 
, X - . ' - ; » . "IE © _ - eh. w—_, 
+ b 34 ” p a . vu - Sh . 
&--S PS PL DN; - 36'S» ® ded MELEE. at: 4 e 
” » 4 a 34 © FA... , ” ——_— ” a , » ol - q Y » 28, - 
A ws m 4 Chix - - . = ” _ C 


, —_— 


THE 


REASONS 


Mr. Bays 
Changing his Religion, 


Conſidered in a 


DIALOGUE 


BETWEEN 
Crites, agen, and Mr. Bays. 
CC. / rey h4: _— 
uo tencam yultus mutanten Protea nodo 2 Hor. 
Ante bibebatur, nunc quas contingere nolis 
Fundit Anigrus aquas. Ovid. Met. 


The Second Cditton with Additions. 


_— 


L 8D @ A 
Printed for 7. B, at the Half-Moor in St. Paul's 


Church-yard, and A. Roper, at the Mitre, near Temple-Bar. 1691- 


a 
ef, 


The Preface. 


I Have Read ſomewhere in Monſieur Rapins Refle&ions Sur la Poetique, hat a 


certain Venetian Nebleman, Andrea Naugeri by Name, was wont every Year to 

Sacrifice a Martial to the Manes of Catullus : In imitation of this frolic, a Ce= 

lebrated Poet, in the Prefac? before the Spanith I'ryer, ts pleaſedito acquaint the 
World, That be has indignation enough to burn a Bully Damboys annually ts the mes 
mory of Ben Johnſon : Since the Aodern Ceremony of offering 119 cne Anthor at the 
Altar of another, ts likely to advance into @ faſhion, as having already the amtbority of 
two ſuch great men to recommend it, the Conrteous Reader may be pleaſed t0-take no- 
tice, that the Author of this following Dialogue is re(ol ved (God willing) on the Feſt i 
wal of the Seven Sleepers, as long as be lives, to Sacrifice the Hind and Panther to 
the Memory of Mr. Quarles, and John Bunyan : Or zf a Writer that has notoriouſly 
coxtraditted himſelf, and Eſpouſed the Quarrel of Two different Partizs, may be con- 
fider'd under Two Diſtin# Charadters, be deſigns to deliver up the Author of the Hind 
and Panther, to be laſh'd ſeverely by, and to beg Pardo of the Worthy Gentleman that 
writ the Spaniſh Fryar, and the Religio Laict. 

It is not to be deny'd, but that a Poet is as unfit to manage the ſerious part of Contro- 
werſie, as an Iriſhman is to write the Miracle Part of Church Hiſtory : Por beſides 
that his Integrity is as much to be ſuſpeted as his Judgment, the leaſt thought, or ex-+ 
travagant Fancy, is apt to ledd bim a Hundred Pages out of his way, and then 'tis 
Ten to One, he'll lye you a Fortnight in the Adveri:ſements of a Gazette, before he 
recovers the Road. But then on the other hand, 1 think Mr. Bays ought to be 
Acquitted for Treating his Subje# in Rhyme, (which he wery Fudiciouſly ſomewher 
calls the Vehicle of Nonſenſe) and I am clearly of Opinion, that the chizf Points in Agi 
tation between the Church 7 Rome and Us, are ſo eaſie to be decided ( if the Pc". 
concerned could but once Diſingage themſelves from Prejudice, Pride and Intereſt) th IN, 
they ought not to imploy the 14. part of Mankind, or putChriſtendom to the Expence: 
of Convening a Council, while a Synod of Poets may beiter Diſcuſs and Determine thens 
at their own Coſt and Charges. Why cannot Purgatory be as well traced out of th 
Famous Verſe im Virgil, 

Infectum eluitur ſcelus, aut exuritur igni, | 
as ont of the Dreams of ſome few Hypocondriac Authors, and a poor ſingle miſpapplyed. 
place of Scripture, that for fear of making a Blot, like @ Solitary Man at Bacgammong 
wants the ; wag 4 another Text to bind him? Or the Pope's Supremacy be made" 
good from that Paſſage. 

Imperiumque Pater Romanus habebit, 
as well as out of Palce oves meas, and the Decretal Epiſtles? Virgil t90 may bel 
conſidered as a Perſon that lay under no Temptation at all of Complementing the Chriſt i=/ 
ans, being bimſelf of another Perſwaſion;, and ſo whatever comes from bum in favour, 


of the Catholick Tenets, is to be look'd upon with extraordinary regard and venerati ”; 


nd per haps Mir. Bays, after he bas for ſome time Conſulted the Fragments of the 
Sibylls, and begun a little acquaintance with Rabbi Galatinns, or any of his Relati- 
ons, may be able to prove that Virgil had bis Notion of Purgatory, and the Pope's 
Supremacy, from the very ſame Sybill that belp'd him to the Prophecy of our Saviours 
Incarnation m the fourth Eclogue. —_ that good Eaſtern Biſhop, who at the 
ſecond Council of Nice urged that Text in the Firſt of Geneſis, And God made 
Man in his own Image, in defence of Image- worſhip, was a very great Poet, though 
from ſo long a Devolution of time we have boff that part of bis Character , and might 
ar well, wher' his hand was in, appear'd to have Man- Midwifery declar'd to be of Dj- 
wine Right, becauſe Vulcan play'd the Midwife, when his Old Father was Delivered 
of Minerva. 1 am heartily ſorry that this Fudicious Prelate bad not the geod Fortune 
to live in eur Age, where be might have made @ more conſiderable Figure, and conver;'d 
with Two able Diſputants, exatly of his own Temper and Conſtitution, the Oxford 
Editor, and the Worthy Conyert at Putney. I ob/erme, that as there are twoſorts 
of Prologues in the Rehearſal, he one Compoſed in Terrorem, to frighten the Audience 
into Civility and good Manners, by Huffing and Railing at them , the other Imbelliſh'4 
with kind Language, and ſome pretty Surprizing Thought or other, in order to Steal 
and Inſmuate mto their Favour ; So likewiſe the Modern Polemics have pitch'd upon 
Two different ways to reduce Us, for either we are accoſted with ſuch kind of Comple- 
ments as theſe; Have a Care what you do Gentlemen, you are got within the 
Territories of Hereſfie and Sacriledge, and you had as good Ride your Horſes 
- full Gallop in a Coney-Warren, as continue in a Country where nothing but 
utter Ruine and Deſolation can attend you: Or elſe the Scene is alter'd, and ſome 
humble Accommodator hangs out the White Flag, and propoſes milder Conditions; Well 
Countrymen, there have been ill offices done on both ſides ; we have been mif. 
repreſented to you, and you have laboured under as bad a Character amongſt 
Our party; a little Chriſtian compliance will.ſet all matters ſtreight again, Your 
© Authors and curs agreed well enough in the main, and therefore let us ſacrifice 
$ half a dozen troubleſome iIl-natur'd diſtintions to the Peace of mankind : But 
firſt we deſire you of all loves to lock up that troubleſome companion call'd 
Reaſon, for one quarter of a year, and if you could but prevail. with your 
Felves to diſcard your five Senſes, the buſineſs would be preſently at an end. 
FOf the two late Converts abovementioned, that bave liſted themſelves in the Service 
* the Weſtern Patriarch, one has publiſhed a ſpecions Treatiſe, to prove that the Papiſts 
8nd Proteſtants are agreed in their Notions of a Real Preſence; the other pretendr, 
I bat the Catholick DoCtors, and the Jewiſl, Rabbies, are likewiſe agreed in the 
buſineſs of Tranſusſtantiation : Indeed, after this rate of arguing they may wery eaſily 
prove their Church to be Univerſal, and if the Gentlemen of that Communion will but 
get me a Troop of Horſe, or any ſmall place at Court to the tune of & Thouſand Prund 
.@ Year, Tl engage to prove that the Pagans and they are agreed in moſt of the con- 
{Froverted Points, beſides which thing if rightly confidered, I am confident will bring 
#bove three parts of the Globe into the Popes Chamber of Dependencies, I know there 
gre ſome Malicious Perſons in the World, who are apt to conclude, That thus calling in 
the Gentlemen of the Circumeiſion to the Aſſiſtance of the Catholick Canſe, a 4 wery 
plan Argument that they dare not hazard the fortune of a ſet Battel upon their own 
| Forces : That Prince # im no good circumFHances at home, who u Ea to employ an 


muciaare Foreigner 10 ſupport big Dignity ; and we bave read ( ſay they ) how the 
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, The PREFACE 
Chriſtians have taken the condition of the Holy Land into their conſideration, bave 
unanimouſly fought, and recovered it out of the bands of Infidels, but we never beay. 
ro this day that the Jews retaliated the kindneſs, 'or gave 'em any thanks for their paint. 


The truth on't is, men that are diſpoſed to talk, will, in (; ghbt of all the World, [ay- 


what they pleaſe, tho they are ſure to be as troubleſome az a Wellhman when the Spirit 
of Genealogy poſſeſſes bim : But I pray why may not a man that has kept Rabbi Solos 
mon larchi, Ben Sira, Ben Manalſes, and the reſt of the Tribe, in Meat, Drink, 
Waſhing and Lodging, at bis own proper Expence ſome Twenty Years, be as well al- 
low'd upon an emergent occaſion to draw them out in Battel-array, to confound us Pro 
teſtants, as Neighbour of ours on the other ſide the Water to call in the Grand Seig- 
nior ts humble the Emperour, 

But I find this Speculation bas occafion'd me to digreſ; farther than 1 intended : 
therefore to return to Mr. Bays, I muſt make bold to acquaint him, That of all men 
in the World he ought not to have intereſted himſelf in the quarrel, whatever bu pri- 
wvate ſentiments were, ſince he bad ſo: publickly, and'(o virulently expoſed that party 
before. If he pretends he took his copy from Arnobius, who was obliged to write bis 
Learned Treatiſe Contra Gentes, to ſatisfie the Chriſt ians, who ſomewhat doubted the 
ſmeerity of bis Converſion, that he had in good earneſt quitted Paganiſm, much good 
may it do him. But 1 am afraid this inſtance won't do his buſineſs, for, I (uppeſe, 


bsd Arnobius food —_ with half thoſe ſcandalous ill things, *which Mr. Bays « 


like to anſwer for, his admiſſion into the Church. had not been purchaſed at the eaſie 
terms of libelling his old Priends, and Sacrificing that, which is lighter than the Wo- 


ny of  Bawd, the Chaſtity of a Midwife, the Valour of an Atheiſt, the Honour of a 


Pimp, the Integrity of an Uſurer, even a Poets Reputation. But 1 find a man may 
bold all the ſeen deadly (ins in Commendam with a Saintſhip; and that there u a 
certain Society of men in the World, who to fill up their Numbers againſt the next 
Muſter, make no ſcruple at all of entertaining ſuch kind of Proſelytes, as Romulus 
picked up when he opened bis Aſylum, | 
Mr.Bays in his Life of Plutarch, occaſionally diſcourſing concerning the Report that 
Seneca Cackolded his Patron Claudius, & wery ſorry that Petronius Arbiter was not 
the man, becauſe he could better have bore it from a man of his. Chara#er-( for you 
muft know, Petronius Arbiter was a Poet, and conſequently the fitter Perſe 6a 
@ buſeneſs) and he can conceive nothing in the World next to an Elephant upon S$titts, [o 
awkard in the purſuit of an Amour as a Philoſopher in a Gown. The Truth-ox't i, 
Divines and Philoſophers never had a good m—_ from-Mr, Bays ſince his $Aother bound 


up his Head for him, Here was the fineſt _ imaginable for a Philoſopher” to - * 


have made his Market. The old Gentleman gone abroad to ſmoke a Pipe among bu 
Tenants, the Lady conſenting, the happy heur of Aſſignation come, the Chamber-maid 
pon duty at the door, the Sheets perfumed, the Curtains drawn, the truſty Brandy» 


bottle at the Beds-head : Niuthing in the World, one would have thought, could have + 


defeated and ſpoiled ſo promiſing, ſo hopeful an intrigue. But Othe Fates ! juft im the 
Critical minute appears Mr. Bays, forbids the banes, turns the Philoſopher, with his 
Breeches dangling about his heels, down ſtairs ; and inthat ſurly humour nothing would 


ferve his turn, but @ Poet only muſt Cuckold the Emperour. Now to apply thus ſtory to - 


Mr. Bays; as be ſeems concerned for his friend Petronius, that he bad..not the gocs 


fortune to be engaged in the aff air we were now diſcourſing of, (6 I am ſorry with a\\_ 
208 to {0% 


my bears, that ſince Mr. Bays's Stars ſo order d the ma:ter, as.60 6 


of 7 F. 


' 


; 4 


» Fhen be; to be excuſed, for he that writes to pleaſe the reliſh 


Pi. 


The PREFA 


drudgery of Writing everlaſtingly, that inſtead of barren Controverſie ( which s not a 
wn id Ferre ing . Aber by a Poer 8s other provinces are ) he bad not ei- 


ther fer Bimſelf upon reforming the Anthems of bis own Church, which exceedingly want 


ſuch a charitable hand as his to Reviſe *am ;, or employ'd his Talent in Spiritual Madri- 
gals to good Saint Wilgefortis, or Apollonia, ( who might perhaps have remembred 
him for it in a fit of the Tooth-ach) or laftly, _ 
Since he is read 1n Cares, 
And bends beneath the weight of fifty years : 

that in his Old Age he had not choſen out for bimiſelf ſome peaceful Province in 
Acroſtick Land : I make bold here to uſe bu own Expreſſion tw Mac Flecno, . if it « 
bis I ſay; for Mr. Shadwell in the Preface before his Tranſlation of the Tenth Satyr 
in Juvenal, has been lately pleas'd to acquaint the World, that he publickly diſown'd 
the Writing of it, with as wm imprecations as his friend the Spaniſh Fryar did the 
Cavalier Lorenzo; © | 

For to Deal Honeftly with Mr. Bays, however in his other Compoſeres be bas obliged 
the World with the Delicacy of Language, and the _—_ of bis Fancy ; yes in 
bi laſt Eſſay we only find ſuch noble &ind. of Diſcourſe between the Hind and Panther, 
as paſſes between the 10 Fudicious Grave-makers in Hamlet : I ſhort, we meet no- 


_ thing but a dull beap of bnfipid Pu, {o lamentably Ridiculous that one could not in con= 


ſcience deſire to have an Adverſary write2varſe: ſo that whatever advantages his Soul 
bas made by the exchange of his Religion (though I wonder in my heart how that queaſy 
ffomach of his, which about * four years ago could hardly digeſt 
oo on - _— the Apoſtles Creed, ſhould now be abiz to digeſt not only that, viand 
ore ne negio 39% Athanaſius's Creed, but a more unpalatable one of Pope Pius's 
making) his Muſe I am ſure is ſenſivly the worſe. Were I his Confeſſor, who am only 
bis Adviſer, T ſhould preſcribe him no- other Pennance for every Tranſgreſſion, than to 
make me a Copy of ſuch miſerable Doggerel toties quoties, which 1 believe would be 
Mortification enough for him; and the reading of them, I'm ſure would be ſufficient Pen- 
mance to my ſelf. But after all, perhaps Mr. Bays writ for the Iriſh Nation, and 
iſh of that Noble Kingdom, 
muſt do the ſame by his WVit and Language, as Valerius Poplicola did with his Houſe, 
even lewel it ts the ground, | 
T met the other day a'tertain paſſage in Monſieur Montaign's Eſſays, which 1 little 
imagin'd to bave found im an Author of hisGravity; he is pleaſed to be angry with Carvers 
and Statuaries, for making the nudities of their Images [o large : for (/ays he) the La- 
dies who form an Idea of the Abilities of Mankind by ſuch exterior repreſentations, 
muſt certainly find themſelves extremely diſappointed, when they come to conſult the 
Originals. This jo ſtrange a paſſage, as I ſaid before, one wou'd ſcarce expect to meet 
in Montaign ; and indeed, 291th reſpett to the memory of ſo great a man, 1t is extra- 
vagant enough in all conſcience. Rut Mr, Bays in his Preface, befare the ſecond part 
bY of the Iate * Miſcellanies, * bas as much out- done this, and any 
ſ = _ by Tot- thing that was ever ſaid in the World, as a Heroe of bis own be- 
2 getting, Almanzor by name, has exceeded all the Bullies before him. 
On one ſide of the page, be appears with extraordinary Zeal for the Immortality of the 
Soul, - What confidering-Perſon (ſays be) who obſerves how Fools and Knaves 


batten in the World, while men of Merit and integrity (weaning bimſelf 1 ſup- 


) ftarye and ere deſpiſed; can-( at there are not allowances to be 
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The PREFACE 
made in-another ? That is, becauſe Mr. Bays miſſed of his Fatohi-preferment, he 


was humbly content to expett his reward elfewhere;, and tyuly I am- ſo much of bis 


Opinion, as to think be is to expett it in another World: On the other fide of the Leaf, 
6: if his Petronius Arbiter bad got the better, of bis Thomas a'Kempis, he makes 
Jou a wery formal Apology for Tranſlating a certain luſcious part of Lucretius (be could 
not find in his heart, he talls you, to give it a worſe name) — ſome people are 
to believe it ought only to keep company with Culpeppers Midwife, or t Englich 
Trenſiatios of Aloyſia Sigea. If Mr. Bays would have been rubd by me, that wary 
moment when he fell from the higheſt ſtep of Jacobs Ladder, - and from a grave con- 
remplation of Eternity could on the ſudden condeſcend and truckle to the Patronage of 
down- right obſcenity ; be ſhould not have made ſo ſmall a leap ont, as to bave vaulted 
over the little Rubicon that parts the Reformed Churches, and the Chutch of Rome, 
(for that bad been t00 inconſiderable @ performance for a man of his Agility) but have 
gone over in good earneſt to Mahomets Church, who makes that buſmeſ# he ſo patheti- 
cally there Xferibes, one of the cbiefeſt rewards for his Diſciples in the next World : And 
who knows but this may come to paſs, things were not brought to an extremity whon I © 
left the Story. The worthy Gentlemen that have ſet him upon the Heroick deſign of 
writing the Hind and Panther ( for I muff beg Mr. Bays's pardon if I am ſo unman- 
nerly as not to believe every thing he ſays in his Preface) have ſo far ſecured him to their - 
Party, that he cannot in honour return to the Proteſtant Territories, they have cut off 
all hopes of a retreat from him; the back doors are ſhut, but the paſſage before is opew 
enough, and the way to Meccha and Conſtantinople'as eaffe to be found as ever ; and ' 
T dare lay a wager that Mr. Bays is too much a Poet, not to paſs the ſame judgment of 
Dis neweſt choice in Religion, as of his neweſt Plays, that the laſt is always the beſt. 

To draw now toan end, Mr. Bays I hear has, lately complamed at Wills' Coffee- 
houſe, of rhe ill uſage he has met' in World: that whereas he had the generoſity and + 


aſſurance to ſet his own name to his late piece of Polemick Poetry, yet others who have + - 


pretended to anſwer him; wanted the breeding and civility to do the like, . Now be= | 
cauſe 7 would not willingly diſoblige a perſon of Mr. Bays's Charafter, I do here fairly, 

and before all the World, = Tim that my Name is Dudly Tomkinſon, and that 
T live within two Miles of St. Michaels Mount in Cornwall, and bave in my time * 


that the little Gallery next the Belfry,the new Motto about the Pulpit, the Kings Arms, 
the Ten Commandments, aud the great Sundial in the Church-yard, will tranſmit my 
name to all Poſterity. Furthermore ( if it will do him any good at all) Ican enakes 
pretty ſhift to read without Speftacles, wear my own Hair, which is ſomewhat incli» 
ming to Red, have a large Mole on my left Cheek, am mightily troubled with Corns, 
and what is peculiar to my conſtitution, after half a dozen Bottles of Claret, which I * 
generally carry home every night from the Tavern , 1 never fail of a ſteol or two next 
morning « beſides I uſe to ſmoak 8 Pipe every day after Dinner, and afterwards ſteal @ + 
Nap for an hour or two in the old Wicker-chair near the Oven, take gentle Purgatroes . 
ſprmg and fall; and it has been my cuſtom any time theſe ſixteen years (as all the Pariſh 
can teſtifie) to ride in Gambadoes. Nay, to win the F art of him for ever, I invute 
him here before the Courteous Reader to a Conntry Regale (provided he will before hand + 
promiſe not to Debauch my Wife) where he ſhall have Sugar to his Roaſt-beef, aud Vis 
Tegar to his Butter ; and laſtly, to make him amends for the tediouſneſs of the Fourney, 


is 
Lo 
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been bath Conſtable, Church-Warden and Overſeer of the Pariſh, by the ſame tokers } 
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| The: PREFACE: 
the whole Chriſtian World ;-but becauſe 1 bawve-no great fancy that way, 1 don't care 
' if T part with them to ſo worthy a Perſon : they are as followeth, 

St. Gregory's Ritya}, bound up in the. ſame Galves-shin that the Old Gentleman in 
St. Luke Roaſted at the return of hs roge Son, 

The Quadrant that a Philiſtain Taylor took. the height of Goliah by, when he made 
him his laſt Suit of Cloths ; for the Giant being a man of extraordinary dimenſions, it 
was impoſſible to do this affair any other way than your deſigners uſe, when they take the 
height þ a Country fteeple. | | Bs | 

The foynt-(ool that St. Chriſtophers Borber ſtood upon when be ſhaved him. Now 
to ſatisfie Mr. Bays of the neceſſity the Barber had to make uſe of a Foynt-(tool in this 
affair, and that it-2a4 ns fooliſh, malepert or arrog ant humour in the Barber ſo to do, 
be is to underſtand that St, Chriſtopher, if he were alive, could have drunk the Monu- 
ment full of Mum far his mornings draught, with as much eaſe as the Presbyterian 
Divines ſwallow'd the Covenant ; and if be won't believe me on my word, let him &ne 
ride his Horſe to Paris, and if St. Kits Statue inthe Noſtre Dame do not convince bins 
of his error, I will give him free leave to ſwear before any f the Eccleſiaſtical Com- 
miſſioners that I am the Seditions Author of the Letter to the Dilſenter. 

A Knife of great Antiquity, the Handle of it 1s made with the ſame Ivory that Jupi- 
ter ſupplzed Pelops's Shoulder with; tbe Blade original St. Peters Sword, fought by 
Pope Hildebrand, and Julius the Second, into a Dagger, and ſince converted into the 
uſe aforementiond. If Mr. Bays ſhould quarrel with the Handle, by reaſon of its Pa- 
gan extrafion, be is to be imformed that a certain Author, who has lately obliged the 
World with a learned diſcourſe concerning the Catacombs at Rome, bas demonſtrated 
tbat worſe' Reliques, in all probability, are adored and worſhipped every day in his Mo- 
ther Church. 

And now 1 find I have tranſgreſſed - ſomewhat too miuch upon the Readers Patience in 
fo tedious -a Preamble, but I have this comfort to carryalong with me, that I deal with 
an Adverſary, who cannot in Juſtice reproach me for making a long Preface. | 
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Crites, Eugenius, and Mr. Bay. 


forgot your old acquaintance, that you pals by 'em thus with. 
out taking the leait notice of them, 

Bays. Your pardon Gentlemen, 1 proteſt I did not ſee you : it 
is at leaſt ſome twenty years ago (as | remember) ſince we had our laſt long 
Diſcourſe concerning Dramatick Poetry upon the Thames But Gentlemen, I 
am at preſent engaged elſewhere, You ſee my Reſary and Beads, and may gueſs 
for what place I am bound. | 

Eugen. Prithee, dear Bays, adjourn this fit of Devotion to ſome more conveni.. 
ent --—— let us take one Edifying Glaſs at the Rheniſh-bouſe, yonder by Cha 
ring-Croſs. R 

= As for the Tavern, [I deſire to be excuſed, I ſeldom appear at ſuch un. 
ſanctify'd places ; you might as ſoon Cajole the Plain-dealer into WeftminFer- 
ball, a Fanatick into a Play-houſe, or an Uſurer into a Suretiſhip, as perſwade 
me into a Tavern, Alas! I am not the man you took me for; upon my Since- 
rity Mr. Eugenius, 1 have not taſted a drop of Claret theſe two years, but what 
I have met among Innocent Strawberries, Or 1h a SawCce Or fo, 

Crites. This renouncing of your Wine, Friend Bays, is a greater wonder to 4 
me, than the renouncing of your Religion ; and I can ſcarce fancy thee to be®\.. 
the ſame perſon thou waſt formerly. Fo 

Bays. Why truly Gentlemen, I dare not fay of my ſelf, that I am the ſame in- 
dividual man I was ſome years ago ; for let me tell you, Matter is i1 a perpetu- 
al Flux, and the whole maſs both of Accidents and Subſtance are thruſt away by j 
the continual ſucceſſion of new ones. Now, as I have not one drop of the tame ? 
Blood, nor one Particle of the ſame Clay about me which [ had then, fo l thank 
my Stars, I have not the leaſt TinCture of that Religion left behind, which en- 
gaged my former: ſtate of Ignorance ;: that ſtate | mean, which | may'more pro- 
perly call the * Parentheſis of my Life, than that wherein 
] was not acquainted with the Noble Lord to whom 1 de-" *. ww. Epift. before 
dicated my Limberbam. LAT | 

Crites, Faith, little Bays, I am ſo much of thy opinion, as to believe that after 
ſo many changes, thou haſt as well ſhifted the Chriſtian as the Man ; and 1 am 

zrſwaded, we ſhall have more Religions contend for thee, at:er thou art dead: 
and rotten, than Cities ſtrove for the birth of a ccriain perſon ot your own pro- , 
dar at B | teilion 34 


Crites. M: Bays, Mr. Bays, prithee why in ſuch haſte man. Have you 
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( | 
ſeſſion ; from whoſe Achilles, you'd needs perſwade the World that you copy'd 
the fierce Almanzcr, I am told, your friends of Dukes Place, expect the next 
change you make ſhould be to their Party,which I ſuppoſe may be the more eafi- 
ly eticted, unleſs you are bribed beforehand by a Chiaux with the government 
of a Turkiſh Hoſpital, becauſe two of their beſt Kings, and moſt of their Pro- 
phets were poetically given; and1 ſce no reaſon, Mr. Bays, after you have 
traded ſomewhat longer in Parable, and Allegory, but that you may ſtep in a- 


mong their Minor Prophets. 

Bays. O Sir your Servant ; but -I'Il allow men of your Perſwaſion to be Scuri. 
cus, *tis the diſtinguiſhing CharaCter of your Thurch ; and I expect e're long, 
yout Bear- Gardex and Bartholomew- Fair Men, will arrive to ſuch a piteh of Bru. 
tality and Irreligion, as to diſmiſs their Aſſemblies with an Ite Miſſa eſt. 

Eugen, But why all this ado about Religion, Mr. Bays ? Why cannot we quit 
this Subject, to make way for more diverting Converſation ? Come Sir, I'll ſhow 
you ſome words which were made by a friend of mine, upon that diſmal noiſe 
and hurry we have lately had among the Traders in Coniroverſie, if you'll 

youchſafe them the hearing. 

Bays. With all my heart Sir, provided there are no touches upon the Goyern- 
Ment, noſtbtle Infinuations, now— 

Eugen, Not ſo much as one ſingle Reflection, Mr, Bays. 
Let the Motly dull Herd for Religion engage, 
Let them urge the Diſpute with Clamour and Rage ; 
Let their Authors keep on the vain method of writing, 
HAnd ſet (if they can) both Parties a fighting : 
We ne're make replys, but are fully contented, 
Tho good Fellows and Drink have bern miſrepreſented, 
Let their muſty grave Volumes to Thames-ftreet adjoury, 
Or rot in Duck-lane, or i» Coffee-houſe burn : 
Let the Monarch of France keep his Subjetts at home, 
Hnd forbid the Mad Zealots abroad for to roam, 
So he lets his boon Claret but croſs the kind Main, 
Ie fhall never be angry, we ſhall never complain 
What do you fay to theſe lines now Mr. Bays ? 
Bays. The laſt turn there upon the French Proteſtants, is well enough rally'g, 
{ but the reſt is exceedingiprofane : And pray good Mr. Eugenims, Will you adviſe 
” your friend from me, to employ his Talent to a better uſe, and ſquander no more 
of it in Sonnet, You cannot imagine what a Mortificationit is for a noble Ay. 
thor, who has, at the great expence of his fancy, writ ſomething which is yi. 
gorous and fine, to have his Song tagg'd with half a dozen gouty Stanza's, by a 
Grub-ftreet-hand, then advanced into a Ballad ; and laſt of all, plaiſter'd up in a 
Country Ale-houſe, to confront the five Senſes, and the four Seaſons of the year. 

Eugen. Indeed Mr. Bays, this is very hard uſage as [ take it; 

Bays. You may believe me Sir, *tis one of the greateſt afflictions in the World, 
for 1 have had moſt of my beſt words ſo ſerved : and therefore if your friend 
fmds him inclined to write, there are ſeveral places in Caſmire, Urban, and Scri- 
. boniw, that deſerve his conſideration. Oh ! there's an-Epigram in Scribonias which 
al could repeat forty times a day, and never be weary on't ; the ſubject fo divine, 
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Lat matris wiſrere volo cum Sanguine Nati, 
Non poſſums _ nobiliori frei, 
PII give you a Copy of it Mr. Eugenias, if you'll promiſe me to uſe your intereſt 
among any of your acquaintance to get it Tranflated. 

Exgen, II] ſee Mr. Bays what may be done, though I fear I ſhall not ſucceed. 
But prithee, once more, Deaf Rogue let me ask thee. what news about the 
Town ?. What Plays? What Lampoons ? What Opera's? What Sonnets ? 

Bays, Troth Sir I can't tell, for of late I have not herded with thoſe Grace- 
leſs Rake-hells the Poets of the Town; and as for the Gazette, I conſult it as 
ſeldom as a Quaker dots the Coneordance, or a Phyſician the Bible.——- But be- 
cauſe | ſee by my Watch I have half an hour good, if you pleaſe, Gentlemen, to 
take a turn or two in theſe Walks, ! will for our old acquaintance ſake, impart 
a ſecret to you, which give me leave to tell you, is the moſt aſtoniſhing, the. 
moſt ſurprizing, - the moſt uncommon; and if you make a right ule of it, the 
moſt uſeful ſecret in the Univerſe. 

Crues, Dear Bays, -thou art always fo obliging. 

Bays. Hold — Are the Walks clear ? So—— Why then, Gentlemen, to my 
certain knowledge, the Conflagration is at hand : and 'tis as impoſſible for the 
World to continue above ten years, as*tis for a Town-Debauchee to live as 
long as one of the Patriarchs before the Flood, 

Crites. Faith Mr. Bays, this, as you fay, is the moſt ſurprizing ſecret imagi- 
nable; And now to return you one ſecret for another, 1 believe if this ſecret 
were communicated to the World, it would ruine the Enfuring Office, to all 
intents and parpoſes : For who'the Devil wou'd give Money to have his Houſes 
Enſured, and the Univerſal Bonefire ſo nigh? But prithee, little Bays, tell me 
how you came by this Secret ? | 

Bays. After the moſt ſtrauge, unconceiveable manner in the whole World: 
The Story is ſomewhat of the langeſt, and therefore, Gentlemen, if you have 
any occaſions to call you aſide at preſent, I'd defer it till ſome. agreeable op» 
portunity. | | | 

Crites. Oh by no means, Sir ; we have no buſineſs at this time to divert us, os © 
if we had Mr. Boys, we would freely facrifice it, thoit were a Female aſlignati- | 
on, to have the-honour of your company. 

Bays. Sir, you perfetly overwhelm your humble Servant with kindneſſes: 
But to proceed to the Relation — Yow-are to underſtand that in the year x68 
ſome three weeks before my. Converſion ——— 

Crites, Hold Mr. Bays,' were you no Chriſtian at dll before that time? What 
had been come of your immaterial part, if you had dropt off before this late 
Converſion ? 

Bays. Loſt afſuredly, and in as wretched a condition as the poor Gentleman 
that wowd have begg'd a little Small-beer of Abrabam. 

Crites. Why then, 1 find Mr. Bays, you-have more Charity for the Heathens 
than moſtÞof your fellow Chriftians; for in a certain piece of yours , which ſhall 
be nameleſs, but may eaſily be known by a remarkable paſſage in the Preface, 
that ſays, you believe a Popiſh Plot : in this piece of yours, | ſay, you make no 
_ at all of a Heathens Salyation, provided he live but up t9 the Principles 
et Nature, | 
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Bays. So 1 fay ſtill; but where did you ever find-a Proteſtant, or a Mahomet an, 
live up to the ſober Principles of Nature? 

The Folly Luther, reading him, began 
* To Interpret Scripture by the Alcoran, 

But all this while we are beſide our Story—and therefore, to begin it again, 

you muſt know that at the time above-mentiond, it was my fortune to godown 

the River as far as Greenwich, with ſome honeſt IrjÞþ Gentlemen of my acquain- 

tance. : , 

Crites. Under favour Mr. Bays, how durſt you hazard your ſelf among any 
of that Nation, ſince you had put ſo groſs an affront upon them, in a certain 
Oxford Frologue ? 

Firſt part6f the * Rogues, that like Cain, are branded with Diſgrace, 

 Miſcell. And wear the Country ſtamp'd upon their Face, 

Truly Sir, if 1 had ſaid half fo much of the Dear Foys as this amounts to, 1 

ſhould have been as loath to have truſted my ſelf in 1-;þ Company, as 1 ſhould 

be now to truſt my only Bottle of Uſ/quebagh with an Ir; Servant. - 

Bays. 'Truſt my {elf, quoth a! 1 perceive Mr, Eugenizs, your friend Crites, is 
very ignorant in theſe ailairs, Why, Lord Sir! No man that is acquainted 
with me, thinks the better of. him'elffor my commending him, nor ought, I'm 
ſure, to think himſelf a farthing the worſe for my Lampooning him, Did you 
think I could have flatter'd ſo many quibbling, overgrown-Lords, as. I have 
done in my time, or have LibellPd ſo many honourable Perſons of both Sexes, 
from whom. 1 never received the leaſt diſobligemeunr : And mean all really. ? 

"No, no—— When 4 commend any hody, -it is either a little fooliſh Intereſt, or 
"the gayety of my humour, that inclines me to-it : And when | touch upon the 

Coaſt of Satyr, 'tis not, | vow to Gad, out of any Malice (for a true Poet, like 

a true Jilt, is neither acted-by real love, nor real anger), but oaly, as they fay, 

Dr. Busby ſometimes whips his Boys at Weſtminfter, tor my Health Mr. Crites, 

and the purging'of Choler, - 01 a7 SENT. i i 

Crites, | find then Mr. Bays, the paſſing of an illnatured Jeſt upon a Man, is 
"much like piſfing'away a bad Half-Crown' ata [Tavern /-you don't-do it out 
of any particular ſpleen to the Houſe, but only to ſhut your hands of a cumber- 
ſome Piece, But, Pray did you mc<an really when you made that noble Pane- 
gyrick to Oliver Cromwel, ©. 7 4 Hoa 1 

7 , Bays. NotI, 1 proteſt to you Sir, *twas my own-advantage I confider'd; and 
Þ:.not any kindneſs to the Perſoi which inflamed me ; for you muſt note, 'tis much 
the ſame with us Poets, cas "tis-with'; the \Fews; no looner can'a- Heroe itart.up 
in any part of the World (let his quarrel be right er wrong) but both of us are 
apt to think him the Meſſias,and preſently picch upon him as the fitteſt perſon to 
deliver the Twelve Tribes, and the Nine Muſes cat of Captivity. 

Crites, Then let me tell you, the Uſurper was the leſs beholding to you : but 
methinks whatever your ſentiments were of.the Man, . you had a great kindneſs 
for your Subje(t : You ſpoke'as many lofty things concerning it- as any occaſion 
you ever handled in your life, | /] 

Bays. That may be. But always obſerve this as aminfallible rale, from-your 
friend Bays! if you write Panegyrick, tho .you have done your utmoſt, and 
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not paſſed through half the inventory of his Vertues, and wanted a Genius to 
manage ſo extraordinary an affair to any advantage. But if you Lampoon any 
party, forget not to make them ſenſible of the civil uſage they have recetved from 
your hands ; as your City Tradeſmen, when they have exaCted double the price 
of any commodity, ſtick not to tell you they have uſed you kindly : And tho 
your ſtock is all exhauſted, and you could not ſay one malicious word to fave 
your life, yet pretend that you could go ten mile further, if you pleas'd to con. 
tinue in that. ſurly humour. | 

Eugen, | perceive Mr, Bays, you have often made uſe of this expedient, 

Bays.. Very often Sir, but to ayoid prolixity I'll only produce you two in- - 
ſtances of it at preſent, f " 

They may think themſelves tobe teo roughly handled in this paper, but 
I who know beſt how far I could have gone on ths Subjeff, muFft be Religio Liici 
bold to tell them they are ſpared. the Pref. 

They who can Criticize (0 weakly, as to imagine that I hawe done my 
worſt, may be convinced at their own coſt that I can write ſeverely, with Pref. to 
more eaſe than I can gently, Abſot. 

And l find this conduct is extreamly ſerviceable to a man when all his quiver 
is ſpent ; for the party concerned muſt needs find themſelves indebted to the 
perſon, who ſo generouſly ſpares them, when they lye all at his mercy : and 
as for the unconcerned part of Mankind, at the. ſame time they applaud yoyr 
generoſity, for giving off when you might have utterly confounded your Ene- 
mies with the other blow; ſo they muſt certainly admire the inexhauſtible ſtore 
of your wit, that can advance forward, and ſtill urge ſomething that is new. 

Eugen. But pray, Mr. Bays, ſuppoſe the World ſhould not believe a man that 
tells {ſuch and ſuch things of himſelf, where lies the Jeſt then ? 

Bays. Why then, 1 tell you Sir, that the World would be very uncivil Igad 
and all that : ifthe World ſhould offer to queſtion the Sincerity of an Author 
who makes ſo open and fo free a diſcovery of his own abilities, For between 
our ſelves, Gentlemen, I think an Authors hare word-in his Preface, as Sacred 
as a Peers atteſtation upon his hon2ur, and ought no more to be diſputed than: 
the Traditions of the Church, or the Priviledges of the Parliament. 

Eugen, And to my certain knowledge Mr, Bays, both thoſe things are more: 
ſubject to be diſputed and examined, than any two things ia the Univerſe, | 
| Bays, Ay, and ſo have Prefaces too been examined by your peevifh, ill. hu- 
moiur'd, Tobacco-taking Criticks, whofe cenfures | mind no more I'gad, thar . 
a Bully of the Town minds the ſwearing forfeits in a Fanatick Ordinary; But 
this ſignifies nothing as long as the greater part of Mankind make no enquiry in- 
to the matter, but (wallow it by Whole-fale : And ſurely Sir, you may relv up- 
on my opinion 1n this affair : | that have Elaſphem'd the-Gods, Hutl'd Kings, 
libell'd Princes, laughed at ail Religions, ſcaadalized City and Court : and in 
my anger ſpared no Sex, no Country,'no Age, nor Order, nor Degree; but 'gad 
thrown my Bombs promiſcuouſlly at all, | 

Crites, How eſcaped you of hanging Mr. Bays. -you that have been fo univer. 
ſal an Aggretlor ? Meti,inks the leaſt that could be done to you, had been to have 
ſent you a grazing to Ma/msþuryCommon,among fome of Mr, Hobyes's well-bred 
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Bays. A little private diſcipline I have met with I ruſt confeſs ; an-Alrtiange 
or ſo beaten into my bones, but that's nothing at all to a man of a true paſſive 
conſtitution, - But, as I told you before, no man of tollerable ſenſe thinks either” 
the worſe of me or of himſelf, for having his name expoſed in any of my 

Satyrs; and that's the reaſon why ſo few people give themſelves the unneceſſa. 

ry trouble to batter my Tabernacle. I bleſs my Genius for it, Mr. Crizes, 1 

have not that reſpect for any perſon breathing, as to loſe a good thought for his 

ſake; and I have almoſt as ſtrong inclination to ſuffer Martyrdom” for my Wit 
as for my Religion: *T'is the love to the jeſt, not any private picque to the man, 
that ſets me upon ſuch hazardous undertakings, as Prentices on Sbrove- Tueſday, 
uſe to demoliſh Bawdy-houſes tho they have not the leaſt diſreſpeCt to thoſe 
noble places of pleaſure and convenience. I have inſiſted upon this point the 
more largely, becauſe I would once for all, undeceive the world as to this par- 
ticular; andlet them know,that a man may poſlibly laſh three parts of the Crea- 
tion with his Pen, who at the ſame time has not the leaſt grudge, or quarrel to 
any individual perſon thereof.—— And now worthy Gentlemen, if you pleaſe to 
atiord me the hearing, 1 will recount-my triumphs to you, which are as large as 
the Univerſe, and as extenſive as Mankind: | ſurvey my Victories with a Sa- 
vage joy, and in the greatneſs of my imagination, deſpiſe all theſe Ceſars and 

Alexenders. 

Eugen. What Enthuſiaſtical hint has ſeized thee now little Bays, I profeſs I un. 
. derſtand thee no more than a Fifth-Monarchy Comment upon the Revelations. 

| Bays. Underſtand me! no: How the Devil ſhould you underſtand me ! Now 

I ſpeak in my Son Almanzors bluſtering vein. But Gentlemen to deliver my ſelf 

ina ſtyle whichis a little more familiar to your apprehenſions, I deſign to run 

through the circle of my Conqueſts, and name you the Nations I have triumph'd 
over, and all the degrees of Mankind I have affaulted. 

.Crites, With what I prithee Mr. Bays ? 

Bays. With my Wit man : 1t could never enter into the Sphere of your ima- 
p PYination ſure, to ſuppoſe a Poet could conquer -whole Kingdoms with his Sword, 
"*  Crites. Nol can afſure you Mr. Bays, for I ever thought a Poet as unfit and 
| unlikely a man to ſubdue Kingdoms with his Sword, as Convert Kingdoms with 
| his Arguments, But let me requeſt you then to begin with your Nations, for I 
z. BE long as much to be made acquainted with your Victories, as a fumbling Alder- 
£ » man does to hear the happy news that he has got an Heir apparent to his Lace- 
£4" band and Satten-doublet. 

Eugen, Tho you cannot ſay Mr. Bays, with the Heroe in Shakeſpear, that the 
World's your Oyſter, and you have opened it with your Sword ; yet you may 
_ lay the World's your Sheet of Paper, and you have blotted it with your 
Inxs, 

' Bays. You are much in the right on't Sir; Now the firſt Country I pitch upon 
hall be Holland, and I think in one Diſtich 1 have done the States more injury, 
than the French King them did in p1 with all his Bombs and Granadoes; but pray 
mind them Gentlemen. 

Prol. to the Spgs-= They Cheat, but till from Cheating Sires they come, 
niſh Pryer. They drink, but they were Chriſtened fir#t in Mum, 
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tance at this end of the Town to wear Shoulder-knors no longer, tis dilcard 


Merchants,” Burgomaſters, and in-effect, all the trading part of the Republick 


arraign'd for cheating : their Seamen profeſſors of all Sciences, and their Di. 


| vinesare likewiſe reflected upon for Drinking. Don't you think now friend 


Crates, but that -half the Min-beers will b e ready to hang themſelves when they 
read this paſſage ? | 

Crites. No indeed Mr. Boys, if it be true what you have remark'd before, 
that-no man of tolerable ſenſe would ſhow himſelf concern'd at any of your Libels, 

Bays. That's true; no man of ſenſe I grant, would hang himſelf for the mat. 

ter, but ſurely you'll allow me that a man of little or no ſenſe may do ſuch a 
thing; and if ſo, what perſon fitter than a Dutchman. I'll tell you Gentlemen, 
a Dutchmans Soul circulates no more than the Butter. milk he has in his Veins, 
but Stagnates like naſty Water in a Kennel: He's made of Mud, and not of 
Clay ; and conſequently in my poor Opinion, has no title to any of thoſe pra- 
miſes that were made to the Sons of Adam, 
;\ Crizes, Pray Mr. Bays, why fo ſevere upon this induſtrious Nation ? Methinks 
at this time of day they deſerve ſome little favour at your hands, if were only 
for their indulgence to all perſwaſions, and leaving every man to the free dife 
poſal, and ſoveraignty over his own Conſcience. 

Bays. That circumſtance as you obſerve Mr, Crites, does ſomewhat attone 
for their other ſins ; but for all that, 1 cannot heartily forgive ihem, for like a 
Phlegmatick, Sun-begotten Tribe as they are, they have not had the grace: . 
to produce one Poet, either ſince their firſt Rebellion, when they excluded the: 
Sea from his Hereditary Provinces ; or ſince their latter defection, when.they 
paſs'd the ſame Bill of Excluſion upon the Spaniards. So much fortheButter. boxes... 
and now have at the Meſſicurs,and of them 1 have ſaid ſo many tart bitter things, 
that I gad, I cannot tell which to chuſe at preſent. 

Eugen, And td the beſt of my remembrance Mr. Bays, you have ſpoke abun= 
dance of fine complaiſant things in praiſe of thoſe Airy Gentlemen You have 
commended their Language, the freedom of their Converſation, the gallantry 
of their Amours, their Civility, their Wit T 

Bays. Oh Sir, there was a great deal of reaſon for it ; for much about that 
time, Mr. Eugenie, a certain Staffordſhire Gentleman was pleaſcd to Dedicate 
to me a very ingenious * Book, 1 yow to Gad, in which Dedis |, Me. Bbg us 
cation, after ſeveral other Complements, he tells me that Man-. lieio Laid "ot 
fieur Rapin, one of the greateſt Criticks of this Age, had ftudied 
Engliſh on purpoſe to learn my Poems : Now this I thought was ſuch a particle . 
lar condeſcenſion, ſuch an extraordinary ſign of reſpect ſhown 'to me and. my - 
works, that I faund my ſelf obliged in Conſcience to ſpeak all the tender pret- 
ty things I cou'd in behalf of of the French Nation. But when, after a long 


' run, 1 was given to underſtand that it'was only a-complement of.my Friend; 


and that Monſieur Rapin was not furniſhed with Engliſh enough to qualifie him 
for a City Intelligencers Secretary, or an Accomptanc to a Mackarel-boat, | pre, 
ſently reaſſum'd my old temper, and gave the Meſſieurs no quarter at all, es 
may appear by a thouſand paflages ſince,toonumerousto be cited at prefent: Nay 
to: purſue my- malice to- the utmoſt extremity, | prevailed! with my acquain= 
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the janty Cravat-ſtring, and the ceremonieus Muff, and what was the hardeſt 


caſe of all, I abſolutely refus'd to naturalize one word that was of French' extra 


lancholly Spaniard, with a' ſtride and a ſtand; like a Peacock-in a backſide and 
the truth on't is, tho I ought to have ſhown him ſome civility far that divine, that 
immortal invention of making Snuff, -yet when my hand is-in,*I neither ſpare 
friend nor foe ; and I have not only maul'd the poor Don with the Quarter» ſtaff 
of Proſe, but alſo with the Back-Sword of Verſe, 
Prol. to 'the Their Patrimonial Sloth the Spaniards keep, 
pariſh; Froer. ' And Philip firſs taught Philip bow to ſleep. 
Pray Gentlemen mind that deac-doing Epithet Patrimonial, by which I inform 
the. World that the Caſtiians have their lazineſs bequeath'd to 'em by their Pa- 
rents, as well as the Majaltick Cloak, the fſtarch'd Golilia, the diminutive 
Breeches, and the truſty Dagger ; 2nd ſo with one circumbendibus (to uſe my 
own Fryer Deminicks expreſſion)1 laſh the precedent Ages, at the ſame time that 
I chaſtiſe the preſent Generation. Nor have the Ultra Mottani, the Italians. met 
with better entertainment, but are attack'd and ridicul'd in their own dear-be- 
loved diverſionsof Harlequin and Scaramouchi. 
The Italian Merry Andrews took their place, 
And quite debauch'd the Stage with lewd grimace ; 
Firſt part - of Inſtead of Wit and Language, your delight 
the Miſcel, Jas there to ſeerwo Hobby-horſes | fight. 7 121 
But becauſe | hate the dull, infipid, phlegmatick way of conquering Kingdoms 
ſingly, 1 here ſtorm all the Univerſe at one inſtant, 
Ind. Emp. Where Baniſh'd Vertue wilt thou ſhow thy-Face, 
If Treachery infetts the Indian Race. 

M1 the firſt Verle here | ſuppoſe Virtue gone from the old World, which I pro- 
teſt is exceeding tart and Satyrical ; and in the'next [ cunningly infinuate that 
her Ladyſhip is not to be found in Mexico, Peru, or any of the Tobacco planta- 
tions; and conſequently that ſhe is not to be met with any where upon the face 
of the'Earth, And now, becauſe it would be a very unkind, not to ſay an unci- 
vil-part,in Madam Conſcienceto loyter,and ſquander away her time here-amongſt 
Mortals, when her. Coufin-german Virt ue was gone to better quarters.in another 
World, I'get a Habeas Corpms, for her alſo, but at the ſame time was fo civil to 
the modeſt Virgin, as to allow her the liberty of leaving a Reverend old Gentle. 
woman, Intere#t by name, to do her drudgery, and ſupply her place in her ab- 
ſence, which | gad [ think ſhe does/every whit as well, if not better. And this 
pallage I bave. excellently well touch'd in a late Poem of mine, which-we may 
take occaſion to diſcourſe of more largely by and by, | 
Hivd and Pati. Immortal Powers theterm of Conſcience know 
ther, -Þ. 119. But Int reſt is her name with men below. 
As for the Swedes, the Danes, the Swiſſzs, the Laplanders, 8c. I let them alone, 
becaule they arg a poor ſcandalous fort of People, ,do you obſerve; Mr, Crites, 
and not able to defray the expences of a Conqueror, ;. but then as for Scotland 
-..Crites, Why I thaught Mr. Bays, that Scotland was no more able to.defray-the 
expenccs of a Conqueror than Lapland. tres £ TER TALE 

Bays. Nomore it is not, but in that time my Paſſion preyail'd oyer my intereſt 
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Clean Linnen there would be a dang'roms thin Firſt ; 
The Scot that wore it would be choſen Xing. ; the Miſes! 
And now, becauſe 1 am nevef to be reconciled to the Scots, for more than one or 
two reaſons, you ſhall have me ere long ſet out an Hiſtory of their Reformati- 


. on, where |deſignto acquaint the. world, that the true reaſon of their demoliſh- 


ing Religious Houſes, and decrying the Surplice ever ſince, was not for any SU- 
perſtition, as they pretend, but only becauſe they could not furniſh half their 
Clergy with clean Linnen, 

Crites, Pray Mr. Bays, is it not high time now to think of ſteering our courſe 
homewards? Methinks we have made a pretty handſome ramble on't thisMoraing. 

Bays. Sir, | thank you for your ſeaſonable advice, and deſign to follow- it, 
though it was once in my thoughts (being ſo nigh the place) to have ſtept out of 
Scotland, acd made a little tour in the Duke of Saxonys Country, to ſee the ra- 
vage which the Baptiſt Boar has made in the German Forreſts, afterwards to have 
unearth'd a Socinian Fox, with ſome of the Duke of Newburg#s Catholick Terri- 
ers in the Plains of Poland ; and laſtly, to have fetch'd a compaſls round the 
Country as far as Geneva, to beg a Presbyterian Whelp of Calvins laſt litter, in 
order to train him up at Long-Acre, to fetch and carry Addreſſes, and to bark 
at Ceremonies, and the Epitcopal Church ——- But upon ſecond conſiderations, 
I think it better to make all the ſail we can for little Zyg/and ; and ſo Gentlemen, 
yott are heartily welcome, as | may ſay, to your Native Cotintry again. 

Crites, Troth Sir, I muſt needs own my ſelf alittle weary, after fo tedious a 
walk, but if you pleaſe Mr. Bays, pray let us know what you have to fay toold 
Albion, 

Bays, Withall-my heart My. Crizes, Now there being but three remarkable 
places in the whole Iſland,thatis the two Univerſities,and the great Metropolitan 
City ; I ſhall conſequently confine my diſcourſe only to them : But firſt of all, 
I muſt tell you, that Iam altogether of my Lord PJauſbles Opinion in the Flain- 
dealer; if I chance to commend any place or order of men, out of pure friend- 
ſhip, I chooſe to do it before their Faces ; and if I have occaſion to ſpeak ill of 
any perſon or place, out ofa principle of reſpe&t and good manners, | do it be= 
hind their backs, You cannot imagine My. Crites, when 1 viſit either of the two 
Univerſities in my own perſon, or by my Commiſſioners of the Play-houſe, how 
much I am taken with a College-life. Oh there's nothing like a Cheeſe cut out 
into Farthings, and my Lord Mayor amidit all his brutal City-luxury does not 
dine half fo well as a Student upon a ſingle Chop of Rotten-roaſted Mutton j 
nay, I can fcarce prevail with my ſelf for a month or two after to eat my meat” ' 
on a Plate, ſo great a reſpect have l for a Univerſity-Trencher; and then their 
Converſation is ſo learned, and withal ſo innocent, that I could fit a whole 
day together at a Cotfee-honſe to hear them diſpute about A#ms perſpicus, and 
Forma Miſfti. From this beginning I naturally fall a railing at Londen, with as 
much zeal as a Buckingbam-ſhire Grazier who had his Pockets pick'd at a Smith= 
eld ent ertainment, or a Country Lady whoſe obſcquious Knight has ſpent his 
eſtate among Miſſes, Vintners, and Linnen-drapers ; and -then I tell my Audi- 
ence, that a man may walk farther in the City to meet a true Judge of Poetry, 
than ride his Horſe on Salisbury Plain to find a Houle. 

| | C Londen | 


:-* mart of the London likes proſly, bat this nicer Pit 
Mike 274 Examines, Rds all the depths of Wit. 
You ſee here Mr. Crites, that Scholars won't take Alderman Duncombs Leaden- 
half-pence for Iriſþ Half-crowns, while a dull Londoner (wallows-every thing ; 
and takes it with as little conſideration, as a true Romaniſt takes a Spiritual doſe 
of Beliefs that are ſeal'd up with the Council of Trents Coat o f Arms, 
Eugen. How was that Mr. Bays, about the Council of Trent? Pray let ushear 
it again. 
Boys, Gad forgive me for't — it dropt from me e're I was aware, but I ſhall 
In time wear off this hitching in my gate, and walk in Catholick Trammels as 
well as the beſt of them ; Nature I muſt confeſs, is not oyercome on the ſudden— 
But let me ſee Gentlemen, whether I have any more lines to our laſt purpoſe ; 
Oh here they are ! 
P. 264. — Poetry, which is in Oxford made 
An Art, in London only is a Trade, 
Our Poet, could he find forgiveneſs here, 
Would wiſh it rather than a Plaudi there. 
You are ſenſible without queſtion, how little beholding the City is tome, when 
1 am upon my progreſs eliewhere; But 'tis a comfort that this peremptory hu- 
mour does not continue long upon me; For as I have the grace to diſown my 
Mother- Univerſity, with a Jug in one hand, and a Link in the other, whea I 
at Oxford. 
Firſt part of Thebes, did his green unknowing years engage , * 
the Miſcel. He chooſes Athens in his riper age. 
So when [ am got amongſt my honeſt acquaintance here in Covent-Garden, I diſ- 
own both the Siſters, and make my ſelfas merry as a Grig with-their greaſy Tren- 
chers, ruſty Salt-ſellers, and no Napkins, with their everlaſting Drinking, and no 
mtervals of Fornication to relieve it, In fine, | make a great (cruple of it, whe- 
ther it be poſſible for a man to write found Heroicks, and make an accompliſh'd 
thorough pac'd Wit, unleſs he comes to refine and cultivate himſelf at London ;un- 
" leſs he knows how many Stories high the Houſes are in Cheap-ſide and Fleet-ftreet, 
is acquainted with all the gaming Ordinarics about Town, and the rates of Por- 
ters and Hackney-Coachmen ; has ſhot the Bridge, ſeen the Tombs at Weftmin- 
| Per, heard the Wooden-head ſpeak, can tell you where the Enſuring Office is 
kept, and which of the Twelve Companies has the honour of precedence; 
£ » Thus | have been as good as promiſe, in naming the Cities and Countries to 
you, which I have had occaſion in my time to viſit. Now for the ſeveral orders 
| and ranks of men, that have felt the indignation of my Satyr, : 
The firſt that I begin with ſhall be that etoardy bete, that humble admirer of 
' Jeſt an Quibble, the Melancholy Clergyman : Come out therefore Mr. Lewite, 
by what Names or Titles ſoever .dignified and diſtinguiſhed: Prethee obſerve 
Mr. Crites, how dejeCted the poor Paſſive Rogue looks! How Mal « droitly he 
make his entrance,like Mrs, Days Heir apparent in the Committee : And by my 
Faith he has a great deal of reaſon for't——For firſt and foremoſt, in my Poſt- 
ſcript to the Siege of Granada, I haye imputed the Corruption of our Language 
'\ nd Eloquence, to their dull way of haranguing in the Pulpit, A heavy charge this 
fame I proteſt toyou, and how they'll anſiver it this Term at the Kingsbench | can't 
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end of the Town, and for my ſelf in particular, who cheartfully afliſted in.fo 
charitable a work, and left no ſtone unturn'd to enrich and refine our Native 
Tongue, we had e're this, been reduc'd to as miſerable a ſtate of Barbarity as 
our Forefathers were in the timeof the Saxons Heptarchy.——In the next place, 
I have chaſtiz'd the Clergy with a vengeance, for * engroſling Lay fins, as they 


have done Lay-prefermenrs to themſelves, and ſcarce leaving the gpeniſh prjev - 


poor Laity that uncomfortable ſubſiſtence of a Tenth part; for puþ p. 63. 
ting the Paniers of their Church-diſcipline upon us when we are young, and af- 
terwards (which is my greateſt quarrel to the whole Tribe) for loading us with 
a Wife, which they cannot eaſe us of, tho” both parties are fully agreed for a 
divorce, Laſtly, to make ſhort work on't, and not to give my 1elf the trouble 
of diſtinguiſhing between Church and Church, and the profeilors of this, and 
Cother perſwaſion, | arraign the whole Fraternity from London to Fapan for a 
pack of Jugglers and Impoltors. | 
This ſet the Heathen Prieſt- bocd in a flame, Abſel. and 
For Prie#ts of all Religions are the ſame. Achis, - 

That laſt line Mr. Cyites, unleſs I am miſtaken, touches the Copy-hold of all 
theſe ſpiritual Gentlemen, from a Chriſtian Patriarch, dowa to an Indian Bramy z 
now | fancy you are apt to imagine, when you lee a Pagan Prieſt ſeverely uſed 
inany of my Plays, that I had no further deſign in my head, than to ridicule that 
party, but-I muſt take the freedom to alſure you of the contrary : For as it was 
the pollicy ofthe Fanaticks in their late famous Proceſſion on Queen Zeſſe's night, 
to woand the Eſtabliſhed Church through the ſides of the Romaniſts ; ſo it has 
ever been my Method, to do 'em the ſame injury through the ſides of Pagans, 


But to give you a clearer Satisfaction in the matter, carry this inſtance along ©; 


with you, _—In my Oedipus, I bring in a certain Cit ſpeaking to the People, 
to make way for the old 7ireſixs to paſs, don't tread on the blind Prophets Corns 
(ſays he) we ought to ſhowhim reſpect, becauſe he ſays he comes from theGods. 
Ay ay,replies a Neighbour, whom | had tutor'd before at Long- Acre : He's not 
the ſooner to be belived for ſaying ſo,all of the Profeſſion can pretend as much 
as that for themſelves—and ſo Gentlemen for the future if you find me expoſe, 
kick, and toſs ſome poor Heathen Prieſt in a Blanket, you may be ſure I mean 
ſome ſleepy Prebend of a Cathedral, or elſe ſome Imprimatur-man, who lives 


at the Scandal-office, a Biſhops Chaplain. Now if you pleaſe Mr. Levite, tos 


go about your lawful occaſions, you may Preſto wade be gone, and make room 
for the Fraternity of Poets to enter, 

Crites: Mcthinks Mr. Bays, if you had obſerved the true Order, your Lawyers 
and Phyſicians ought to have ſucceeded the Divines, 

Bays. So they ſhould Mr. Crites, if I had any reaſon now to introduce them 
upon the Stage: But 1 was ever maſter of ſo much Chriſtian Prudence, 1 bleſs 
my Stars forit, as not to meddle with the Velyet-coat and Urinal, or the Green 
Bag, and long Robe; for as | have had from my Cradle a greater regard to the 
Welfare of my Body than my Soul, ſo | was always (o circumſpect, as to con- 
ſider that a Phyſician might revenge his quarrel upon my Tenement of Clay,and 
the Lawyereither hang me,or ruine my Cauſe, when | was to appear before him, 


and he made a Judge. But as for your Divines, you may as ſafely allault them | 


tell; but 1 am ſure of this, if it had not been for ſome of the beaux e/prizs of this * 


£ 


- wou'd lick his Conſcience whole with a wet finger. 
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Þy Boniface to do you know what. 
6 - Crites, But pray Mr. Bazs, oblige your old acquaintance fo far, as to let them 


a3 a Herd of naked 1»dians, (otherwiſe you may ſwear a Poet durſt never ven 
ture to invade them fo often) they have only a pointleſs poor Weapon, Curtana 
by name, to defend themſelves ; and 'as my Son Gomez, well obſerves, if there 
were no more in Excommunication than in the Churches Cenſure, a wiſe man 


As for the Poets Mr. Crites, of which Company I am the preſent Maſter, they 
are without doubt, the pooreſt Company about Town, (tho at the ſame time 
the largeſt, if you take in the City Writers, and the out-lying Deer in the Su. 
burbs) and to the beſt of my knowledge, cannot ſay they have produc'd one 
Lord Mayor, one Alderman, one Sheriff : nay, ſcarce one Common-Council. 
man or Conſtable, fince the Conqueit, They are beſides, a very ill.natur'd,que- 
culous, complaining ſort of men, much of the ſame conſtitution with the Old Hee 
brews, always railing at Fortune, and damning their own function. 

Eugen. And in my opinion, Afr. Bays, 'tis as prepoſterous a way in theſe Gen« 
tlemen to endeavour to recommend their profeſſion to the World by railing at it; 
as to think to palm a bad Play upon an Audience, by calling them Fools and 
Sots, and Hobby-horſes, in the Prologue, 

Bays. 'Tis very true Sir, and therefore the reſt of Mankind have generally 
the diſcretion to ſpeak well of their own preſent condition ; your Married men 
to wheedle more Company into the Magick Circle, can ſay a hundred pleaſant 
things ofthe conveniencies of Matrimony ; nay a Scotchman ſhall inlarge as much 
in commendation of his own ragged Country, as a Milaneſe for Lombardy, ' But 
Poets, as I told you before, are the only menin the Univerſe that rail at their own 
calling, and upon this very ſcore, think they may be ſomewhat excuſed for ma- 
king bold with other men, and other profeſſions. For my part, 1have taken bet- 
ter and wiſer methods, 'tis but telling the World that my. Maker is an Almighty 
Poet, and the Ball we live in a Strue, ſublime, well contrived Heroick Poem, and 
the honour of our vocation is ſufficiently ſecur'd from any ſcandals that may af. 
terwards be faſtned upon it. I muſt confeſs | never had a good word from my 
Brethren the Poets, nor they from me, ſince | preſided in the Chair ; But a man 
may very well allow the loſers the leave of talking, and 1 am apt to flatter my 
ſelf that my atſuming the Glorious Title of Poet Univerſal, and degrading the 
reſt of my Frethren ſo far, as to make them take all their Commiſſions from my 
my own hand, was as great and as Politick an undertaking, as it was in Pope 


know how you managed your ſelf in this important affair. 

Bays. With all my heart, for you cannot aſſign me a more grateful province 
than to recount my paſt labours, and acquaint you from what inconſiderable be. 
ginnings 1 aſpired to my preſent Grandeur and Dignity --[n the firſt place 
after ſome years ſpent in the Univerſity, I quitted all my preferment there to 
come and reſide in the Imperial City, becauſe it was likely to prove a Scene of 
more advantage and buſineſs, by reaſon of the great reſort of ſtrangers to it, and 
iikewiſe becauſe it was the fitteſt place in the whole Iſland for a Monarch to ſet. 
tie his Court,itſue out orders for his Subjects at home, and entertain a commerce 
with his Allys abroad. At firſt I ſtruggled with a great deal of perſecution, took 


K\ up with a lodging which had a Window-no bigger than a Pocket-Looking-glaſs, 
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Dined-at a Three-penny Ordinary enough to ſtarve a Vocation Taylor, kept 
little Company, went clad in homely Drugget, and drunk Wineas ſeldom as a 
Rechabite, or the Grand Seignior's Confeſſar, Much about this time Mr. Criter, 
as you may very well remember, 1 made my firſt addreſſes in Panegyric to Oli- 
ver Cromwell, and that puillant Uſurping Phocas had certainly conferred the Title 
of Oecumenical Univerſal Poet upon me, it a "Tempeſt had not hurried him out 
of the World before his time — 

« Under favour Mr. Bays, would not you have refuſed the Title, co. 
ming from a perſon of his Character ? 2.4 

Bays. Refus'd it ! No, not I, Igad : I beg your pardon Sir, a better perſon by 
far than my (elf was glad to accept the ſame Title from a worſe hand, no dif. 
praiſe to the Protectors, by the ſame token that his Succeſſors have hed the grace 
to keep it to this preſent minute, Being unfortunately diſappointed of my hopes 
in this place, I tack'd about with the .times, and applyed my ſelf to the mighty 
Grandees at Court, flatter'd Lords whom no body elſe wauld flatter, but eſpe- 
cially made it my buſineſs to win the affeftions of the Ladies, who 1 knew had 
the diſpoſal of their Husbands; and conſequently would prove ſureCards in time 
of need, Finding ſome little encouragement here, and reſolving to weather all 
ſtorms that might happen, I began to reform the Theatre, and reſtore it, (as I 
gave out) to its Primitive Splendour aed Purity, receiv'd the appeals of my 
younger Brethren of the Stage,Coyned Heroes as faſt as Bruming ham. Groats,de- 
poſed Kings,dirorced Queens,damn'd and ejected all thoſe that oppos'd my No- 
vel Conſtitutions,aad pretended to ſquare themſelves by uncorrupted antiquity : 
Laſtly, inſtead of ſenſe, reaſon, and true paſlion, 1 introduced nothing upon the 
Stage but meer Show and Pageantry, Dancing, Flying, Singing; Fighting, Viſions, 
Dreams, Exorciſms and Revelations, Charms, Witchcrafts,, Fire and Gun- pow- 
der, Thunderand Lightning ; till atlaſt Spirits and' Apparitions turned out the 
men, and poor Tragedy it felf wag ſwallowed up in an Opera, 

Crites. But pray Mr; Bays, what did you.fay to Shakeſpear, Fobnſon, and the 
reſt of them ? Methinks your new-ſettled Monarchy thould'itand in a great deal 
of danger, as long as thoſe Authors continued in any. reſpect and authority a- 
mong the People, | \ '1 | 

Bays, To prevent, Sir, all ſtorms that might have-jſſucd from that quarter, | + 
preſently ſet me up an Index expurgatorizs, by the virtue of which 1 ſo caſtrated 
theſe grave Old-faſhioned Gentlemen, ſo diſguiſed their true features, by put- 
ting them in modern apparel, that upon the Stage. few, very few 1 gad, could 
diſtinguiſh their works from my own proper Legitimate productions. Then [ 
fulminated Fohnſons atteRted Style, his dull way of making:Love; his:Thefts and 
mean Characters : Shakeſpears Ignorance, long Periods, aid Barbarous Lan-, 
guage : Fletchers want of a Gentlemans Education; ſo often, you do obſerve me 
Mr. Crires, that ſcarce one in a hundred had the allurance to otter one good 
word in their behalf, Having made theſe advances,  Iproceeded to Cenſure the 
living Poets with great vigour and ſeverity, acquainted the World, with the nul- 
lity of their Ordination, and at the fame time, puliliſhed a mavifeto wherein 
declar'd that the right of Inveſtiture,with a Play-hoult Jilt anda bottle;ſolely and 
wholly belonged to my elf; that it ſhould be lawful for a Paet to keep his 
Whore, but whoſoever offer'd to Marry, ſhould iz/e fade, forteit his o—_ 
Y WF OM 


from the "Theatre. That all the World'beſides {ay under-a miſtake, | but oily 
Mr. Bays was in the right. That the Stage had two great luminaries, Mr. 


Bays, and Mr. Batterton, to inlighten it,-but that Mr. Bays was juſt as 
bigger than Ar. Batterton, as the Sun is bigger than the Moon. Finally; T 
owned my ſelf to be Apollo's 'Vicar here upon Eaath, and Homer's Succeſior in 
the ancient and unerring See of Pernaſſys, That the Decrees of Mr, Bays 
ought to be obferved with the ſame deference as the decrees of Apollo. That 
all other Writers were to be judged by Mr. Bays, but Mr. Bays was only ac- 
countable to for his miſtakes to Apollo himſelf. And then 1 threatned to ſuſpend 
all thoſe Poets from Stew'd ' Prunes, Wine, Fire and Tobacco * nay, to con- 
fine them durante vita, to Temperance, Sobriety and no Fornication, who 
ſhould preſume to convene any Aſſzmblies in GrubFreer without my order, 
or appeal-from:my Sentence to Ariſtotle, Longines, or any other perſon what- 
ſoever, | | 
- Crites. Dear Bays, how 1 could hug thee for this ! Oh thou true and invincible 
Hildebrand of Poets ! But- prithee, for more ſecurity, get an AQ of Parliament 
to confirm the Title to thee and thy Heirs for ever, and the buſineſs is ſettled 
paſt diſpute. : A 
Bays, There you hit me Mr, Crites, and indeed | have defigned fuch a thing 
a long while ago, as I ſhall inform you preſently at a better 'Convenience.=—— . 
But Gentlemen, when I had thus in the plenitade of my power iſſued ofthe 
above-mentioned Decretal Epiſtles, you-cannot imagine what abundance of®ag- 
verſaries I created my ſelf; ſome were for appealing to a free unbyaſs'd Syngd of 
impartial Authors, others were for ſuing out a Quo Warranto to examine the vali- 


, dity of my charter, Not to mention thoſe of higher quality, I was immediate- 


ly ſet upon by the fierce Elkanah, the Empreſs of Morocce's Agent, who at that 
tine commanded a party of Mooriſh Horſe; in order to raiſe the ſiege of Granads; 
and a fat old gouty Gentleman, commonly ealled the King of Baſay, who had 


. almoſt devoured the Stage withfree- quarter for his men of Wit, and humouriſts: 


But I countermin'd all their deſigns againſt my Crown and Perſon in a moment, 
for | preſently got the one to be dreſt up in a Sanbenito, under the unſanCified 
name of Veep ; the other I coupled my ſelf with his nameſake Thomas Sternbold : 


* Being thus degraded from their Poetick FunCtion, and made uncapable of 


crowning Princes, raiſing Ghoſts, and offering any more incenſe of Flattery to 
he living and the dead. 1 delivered them over to the Secular Arm to be cha- 


| ſtiſed by the furious Dapper-wits of the Innsof Court, and the young Critics -of 


« 


—— 


the Univerſity. Furthermore to prevent all infeCtion of their errors, I direted 
my Monitory Letters to the Sieur Batterton, adviſing him to keep no correſpon- 
dence, either direCtly or indirectly, with theſe aforeſaid Apoſtates from Senſe 
and Reaſon; adding, that in caſe of neglect, I would certainly put the Theatre 


under an interdiCt, ſend a" Troop of Dragoons from Drury- laye to demolifth his. 


Garriſenin Salisbury-Court : and abſolve all his Subje(ts, even the Sub-Deacons 
and Acolyths of the Stage ; his truſty Door-keepers and Candle lighters from 
their Oaths of Fealty-and Allegiance. , There remains yet behind a little ftam- 
mering Sonnetier, whom | ſuſpended a beneficio ſome two years ago for a Play 
of his called the Bandit; ; but becauſe he underſtandsnofmore Latin than Fas 
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ef alea Anguillam cauda tenes, for which he quotes atſecond hand Eraſmm's Ada- 
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gies, and conſequently is not capable of forming any great deſigns againſt my 
Goverament, 1 have forbore to treat him with any further ſeverity, and allow 
him the humble priviledge of charming Country Ladies, and City Prentices. 

Now clear the Stage of Pocts -And enter thou Many- headed Feaſt, the 
Mobile of England. It had been an endleſs piece of trouble, My. Crites, to bave 
run over all thoſe parts which make up this heterogeneous Monſter; or to have 
treated the Inkle-weavers, the Porters, the T'ankard- bearers, the dealers in Rib- 
bons, News-books, Wall-Divinity, and Penny-Cultards, and the reſt of that Me- 
chanical herd, in a Chapter by themſelves : Adam's naming all the Beaſts in Pa- 
radice had been nothing to it. So in the twinkling of an eye have ranked the 
Almighty Rabble in one continued line, from White-Chappe! to Charing. Croſs, 
But what do you think now will follow upon this ſame bulineſs ? 

Crites. Nay the Lord knows, Mr. Bays, for | can't imagine what ſhould, 

Bays. Why Sir no more than this; if they reach'd two mile further, | have a 
verſe for all that which ſhall go beyond'em : 'I'is a moſt exceeding ſharp re- 
fleftion upon the whole body, but 'gad ſo cunningly diſguiſed with a hard word 
or two, that it is not in the capacity of every mean perſon to underſtand it : 
And 1 dare engage to ſpeak it asſafely before *em all, as a Juſtice of Peace may 
quote a falſe Statute at a Seſſions, or a Prieſt may ſpeak falſe Latin in giving the 


Abſolution, p 
Exgen. And I dare alſo engage for my part, Mr. Bays, before I hear what it 


* is, that this ſame Almighty Rabble of yours ſhall be apt to miſtake it for a com- 


lement, as ſome of their Predecefſors before them took Si populus walt decipi,. 
Fr a Patriarchal BenediCtion. 

Bays. Pray Sir mind your own buſineſs, and don't trouble your (elf with any 
concern of mine — But, Mr. Crites, you ſhall hear now with what freedom L ' 
have cenſur'd this fickle multitude, this Neutrum modo, mas mods wulge : 

Not Truth nor Reaſon make thee at a ſtay, 
The Medal. . Thou leaf ſt 0re all ————— 
1 find | muſt take breath again before | can compaſs it, 'tis ſo very long. _—_ 
Thou leap ft cre all eternal Traths in thy Pinderic way. 

Crites. This is a cutter, by my faith Mr, Bays, it lathes ſomewhere with a 
vengeance, and | am now perſwaded if the Rabble did butunderitand how ſevere. 
ly you have atfronted them, that you'd have a greater Mutiny about your cars 
than the late Cow-keeper, or Sir Nicholas Grimenack in the Virtuoſo. 

Bays. | am much of your opinion Mr, Crites, but prithee is it not a noble Ma- 
jeſtick Verſe that laſt ? 

Thowleap'ft o're all eternal. | 
Totell you the truth, | meaſur'd it not by my Fingers,but a pair of Compaſlles; 
and I dare ſafely ſay 'tis the longeſt line except one in Chriſtendom : Now be-= 
cauſe you are my extraordinary good friends, l will tell you whence I borrow- 
ed the hint : It was my fortune once in my Travels to drop into a Country Ale- 
houſe, where ſome few ſtories of the Old Teſtament were repreſented in very 
ancient Hangings : Amongſt the reſt, that famous pallage between Pheraob and 
Moſes was touch'd upon, with ſome old-faſhiond Poetry beneath it to explain 
the Figure,and theſe individual lines that follow,as | yery well remember, walk'd 


dearly round the room; | 
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Who vefuſed to ofer the Children of l(rael to go into the Wilderneſs ——— 

Crites, What have you not done with it, Ar. Bays ? | 

Bays. No, no, — with their Wives and Families to eat the Paſchal. There's a line 
for you, Mr. Crites, if all the Pindaricin the World were loſt, this would certainly 
retrieve it from oblivion.l had the curioſity to meaſure it,and *tis jnſt thirty four 
foot of Metre,no more,nor no lefs, | warrant you any other man might have {cen 
it twenty and twenty times,znd never edify'd the value of a braſs farthing at the 
ſight; bat 1 am an inquiſitive perſon you know, and like a good Chymilſt, can cx- 
traCt rich Spirits of Poetry out of the moſt infipid matter... So much at preſent fer 
the ſeveral orders and degrees of mankind: But | wiſh with all my heart my quar- 
re!s had ſtopt here, or been only conftin'd to my fellow-creatures : but I faith [ 
have been fo unfortunate in'my time as to make a ſtep higher,ſo that if it is with 
Angels, as with-any particular ſocicty of men here upon earth, where, if you 
diſoblige one, you diſoblige all the reſt ; I muſt confeſs to my ſhame and ſorrow, 
that | have atironted the whole Celeſtial Hierarchy : For, Mr. Crites, I have put 
the grofleſt abuſe imaginable upon one of their Tribe, who, as 1 am informed, 
makes no inconſiderable figure amongſt *em, even the Archangel Gabriel, 

Crites, How Mr. Bays, the Archangel Gabricl : what gccaſion had you to quare 
rel with him? 

Bays, Troth Mr, Crites, none at all : How ſhould 1? I never faw him, or ſpoke 
with him, to the beſt of my knowledgezin all my life : But now and then 'tis my 
misfortune to be poſſeſt with the Spirit of Eontradiction, and at that time ſhould 
you attempt me with all the kind language, and the moſt convincing arguments 
1n the world, Iam not to be perſwaded : Fhus in my Life of Plutarch, when it 
lay in my power cither to have wavd the buſineſs, or at ane words ſpeaking, to 
have made as good a Chriſtian of that Reverend Philoſopher as ever lived; and I 
might caſily have prevailed with good St, Ferome to ſet his hand to the Aﬀdavit 
{for you muſt know that honeſt Father inferted a worſe man, the Cuckold-ma- 
ker Seneca by name,into his Catalogue) Igad,l make him, in ſpight of his Teeth, 
to continue in his old Pagan perſwaſion, and preſent him with half a dozen ob- 
jections againſt the Chriſtan Religion, which I'm ſure will never reliſh as long as 
the World ſtands,with a Philoſophers critical palate, Thus alſo in theConqueft of 
Mexico, a fooliſh freak took me in the head,and I muſt make not only the Indian 
Pricſt,and- Montezuma himſelf (Who was in truth a very illiterate Prince) but even 
ſome of his Courtiers (who are a ſort of men you know that ſeldom trouble 
tnemelves cither with the Speculative or praCtick part of Religion) ſo confound 
the Spaniſh Chaplain andthe reſt of his Countrymen, that they were forced in 
the kifth At, when other methods faild, to betake themſelves to the Infallible 
Arguments of the Rack, in order to make the Emperour and his Prieſt ſet their 
hands to the Apoſtles Creed, and the Popes Supremacy. | 

Engen, That was very unkindly done, indeed Mr, Bays. y 

Bays, So 4t wasSir,and I have reckow'd it ever ſince among one of my crying fins, 

end deſign to do hearty pennance for it as long asl live.But to purſue the buſineſs 
in hand, the very ſsme* ſpirit of Contradiftion I was mentioning before, ſeiz'd 
m2 when I undertook to clear Mitons Paradice of Weeds, and garniſhthat noble | 
_ Pocm with the additional beauty and ſoftneſs of Rhyme, He, like a blind buzzard. 
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' Common-place-book; bur ſuch is my rs.s gw now and then, that I muſt 
2 


as he was, makes Alam perform his addrefſes ſo ungracefully, introduces him; ! 
diſcourſing ſo unlike a Gentleman, with that negligence of Language, andſtur 
_ of Spirit, that I'gad, you'd pitty his condition. And then for Ews, as + 
e has drawn her Charadter, ſhe talks fo like an inſipid Country Houſe-keeper, 
whoſe knowledge goes no farther than the Still or the Dairy, who isas little ac+ 
quainted with the tenderneſs of paſſion, as the management of an Intreague, 
that one cannot chuſe but wonder at it. Now when I came to fall upon this 
work, I was reſolved to beſtow a little good breeding upon our firſt Parents, to 
ſhew them the Gallantry of a Court, and the Dilſcipline of an- Academy, to : 
givethem a turn or two in the Mal, and the Galleries at Whitehall, toentertain”? 
chem with a Play in the King's Box at the Theatre, and afterwards with a faſhi- 
onable Oglio at Lockers, or the Blue Poſts, that ſo they might be prevail'd wich * 
to leave the contemptible frugaliry of feed ing upon Sallads, and ſhake offall that * 
Clownith ruſt which they had contrated in a former Education. For this? 
reaſon, Mr. Crites, I haye made that great Grand mother of ours, diſcourſe af- * 
ter another rate than ſhe did before, the talks of love as feelingly as a Thrice * 
married Widdow, yet rails at marriage with the ſame concern, as if ſhe had 
ſeen the misfortunes of half her Daughters, tells her Gallant that itawas the 
praQice of all his Sex to decoy poor 11nocent Maids with ſham ſtories of their 
paſſion; and that he'd be asapr to forget her after the en Jormemt Was Over, as 
Sharper of the Town forgets the laſt friend he borrowed Money of : In fine, 
ſhe diſcourſes of Flames, Darts and Tranſports, of the performances of Lo- 
vers, and the Fatality ot Matrimony, (though God knows, the poor Gentlewo- 
man had no occaſton to underttand them betore ) with as much familiarity as 
the Emperour Montezuma diſcourſes of the Sea, who had ſcarce ſeen or heard 
of a puddle greater than a Horſe-pond in all his life time. And then as for 
Adam, Thave put my ſelf tothe charges of giving him a year or two's runnin 
at the Univerſity, made him as well acquainted with all the ar uments of the 
Supralatſarians, as a Juſtice's Clerk is with all the She-rraders in his Maſters Domi- 
nions: *o thac when the Arch-angel Gabriel came to pay him a vilit at his Sum- 
mer houſ:,he pre'cncly engages him betore the ſecondCourſe was remoy'd,inthe 
Mylicrious Controverlic about Free-will, propotes Mediums, ſolves Objettions, 
tells his gueſt that ' '- Major was open enough to let a whole Shoal of Arminians 
in at the Breachcs, tha: his Minor would not hold water ; and ſometimes F'ga ! 
in plain dowuright Ergliſh, affures hun that his inferences-had no more relat 
on tothe premites, than the AJcoran tothe Four Evangeiilts, 
Crites. ras Mr. Bays, how long ago is it ſince Angels have made uſe of Syl- 
logiſm? I thought that thoſe Intairive Gentlemen had never put themſelvesto 
the trouble ot tracing caules by their eticts, or draw ing conclutions from their 
remiles, 
g Bays. Why there's the miſchicf on'r, I knew well enough that the Angels 
ſtand in no more need of a Grammatica Rationts, than a ready Wit does of a 


run contrary to the Sentiments of all Mankind, though my whole Family ſuf- 
fersby it: Nay, toaggravate the matter, I made this great Progenitor of our 
ſo baffle the Arch-angel in the intricate point of Free-will, that | ſhould hav 


becn molt mortally atraid that the diſcontented Gabriel had carricd ſome dregse 


Calviniſm _ong with him into Heaven, and infe&ed che reſt of his fellow An- 

gels, but that 1 have heard nothing of it ſince: However I am in a fair way 
| now, I hope, to be reconciled to him, tor I employ my Tutelar Genius every 
* morning to follicit his pardon, and to let him know from me, that it ever this 
|. unfortunate Opera of mine lives toa ſecond Edition, I deſign to write a Peeta lo- 
| guitur on that part of the page Where the Angel diſcourlcs. 
| © Eugen That will do ycry well Mr. Bays, to recover his loſt reputation with 
| the Reader, and noqueſtion on'r, bur it will goa great way t» cncline him to 
” better thoughts ot your repentance: Bur prichec little Bays, may I make lo bold 
aStocnquirc the reaſon why yeu arc ſo great an enemy to Free-will*Is jt not be- 
> cauſe you are willing to plcad faral neceſſity at the day of Judgment, and lay 
E all your miſcarriages at your Makers door ? 
> ." Bays. I muſt give you he ſame anſwer to this queſtion, as a Country-Phyſi - 
& cian gave a friend of mine, who came tocnquire of him bow hecured himlelf 
F of his laſt Aguc; for you muſt note, that this ſame Blunderbuſs by ſome acci- 
| dent or other, had dropt upon a right Medicine: No Sir (laid he) I beg your 
” pardon, for I am under an obligation never to diſcloſe the. ſecret to any Perſon 
| Ceathing: but if you are ſo lucky as to name the true remedy, for our old ac- 
| quaintance ſake, Filnor conceal it trom you. I it (lays the Gentleman) Odabis 
| Eilarii? No T prote. Why then, Ill lay all that I'm worth in the World, con- 
E tinues he, that it is Quindena Paſche Ne ither ts it that upon my Life, . but for your com- 
> fort, it zs ſomething as {the Quindena Paſche as may be; nay, to ſatisfie you farther in 
| the caſe, Quindena Palchz 1s one of the chief Ingredients. In like manner Mr Eu- 
gens, I muſt rell you, that you have not pirch'd upon the true reaſon why I am 
-fo bitter an Encmy to Freewill, 'for that relatcs to a particular atiront which 1] 
B-ecciy'd from an Arminian Divine) butI can allure you upon my Integrity, that 
5t comes as nigh the truereaſon, as any thing in the \World can come nigh ano- 
ther. lam lure it is not only my owa intereſt, but the intereſt of halt Man- 
"kind, that we carried no ſuch troubleſome thing as Freewill about us, for then 
{know who muſt bcar the blame of our Extravagancies anotker day; it would 
" remove all thoſe pcevith melancholy diſtin&ions ot good and evil, and ſcore 
"the-frequent Sallics and Excefſes of our life upon the unavoidable influences and 
failures of humane nature. But Gentlemen, I have ſomewhere in the compats 
: of four lincs, urged this Opinion, except ] am mightily deceiv'd, with all the 
ccuracy and ſtrength of reaſon, which ſo nice a ſubjcEt can well allow of, Oh 
ow 1 remember them ! 
wh The Prieſthood grofly cheat us with Free-will, 

Spaniſh Fryar. 7] to do what, but what Heaven fir8t decreed , 
| p: 40- Our Adtions then are neither good nor ill, 
Since from Eternal cauſes they proceed. 
\  Crites. I fancy Mr.Bays, that theſe Verſes, with fome little alteration, would 
” pot beamils in a young Pocts Prologue, who is to excuſe the Errours of his Ef- 
| ay to an Audience. 
( The Criticks baſely charge us with Freewll, 
Will to write what, but what our Stars decreed ; 
Our Poems then are neither good wor ll, 
\.. Since from All-ruling Planets they proceed. 
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Ha! Mr. Bays, What think you now? Wou'd not this mollifie the cruel 
hearts ofthe molt prejudiced Spe&ators ? | 

Bays. Mollihe them! No queſtion on't Mr. Crites, unlefs the old Gentleman - 
- in black polleſ&d them all. 1 could inlarge very copiouſly upon this hint of © 
yours, but that lam defirous to finiſhrhe relation of my Conquelts, before 1 pro- -. 
ceed to any other buſineſs; and theretore to draw my Viftories into a narrow= 
cr compals, I have atironted the Men of \Wir in my Gallants, expos'd the Men® 
of Valour in my Heroes, ridicul'd the men of Love and Extaſte in my Jealous 
Coxcombs, the Ladics in my complying Females, Country Parſons in all my: 
Pagan Pricſts, and Princes in my lawleſs Maximines of the Theatre; I have lathed 
the State of Matrimony in my Marriage 4-la-mede, the ſtate of Celibacy, and a? 
Monaſtic lite in my Spaniſh Fryar, and love in a Nunyery; the ſtate of Cuckol-! 
dom'in my Limberham, the ſtatc of Innocence in my Opera of Adam: In a word 
(if you'll be pleas'd to allow me the benchr of the Clergy, thar is, the Chriſtian? 
Priviledge of one fingle quibble ar parting ) 1 have lathed the Stares of Hollandin® 
my Tragedy of Amboyna. | OS. , | 

Eugen, But Mr. Bays, this long digreſſion of yours, has clearly put you befide 
the ltory you promiſed us. | 

Bays. Goodſookers, ſo it has! Oh this treacherous forgetful head of mine! 
Ir ſerves me more unhandſome tricks I'gad, than a young Lawyer's Memory, 
who has not attained to his Weſtminſter-hall Compats of Fuz, Pere-and Ayl. : 
But how tofall exactly into the ſame place where 1 ictt off the Lord knows how, 
unleſs you can afhit me Gentlemen. 

Exe'n. Very cally Sir, forall that we have hitherto heard concerning your 
ſtory, only comes ts this, That ſome T hree Weeks before your Converſie 
in 1685. it was your fortune to godownthe River as far as Greenwich, with-ſome 
Iriſh Gentlemen of your acquintance, : 

Bays. Right Sir, with ſome iſh Gentlemen of my acquaintance, where out 
of an excels ot Fricndthip, and a miltaken principle of Honour, I drank a pros 
digious quantity of Vine for two ays together, thongh to deal honeſtly with 
you, the Wine was on:y fit tobe arank m a Proteſtant Communion, or to Bus 
ry Prince Belzebul”s Subvizccts. OM bN 

| Crites. Have a care Mr. Bays, youarc always avufing ſome Princes Subjects or 
other; but pray Sir, '0 what part of the Globe do theſe {trangers belong, os 
what do vou mean by Prince Belz-5ub's Subjects ? m 

Bays. Why the tiyes, man! O Lord that you ſhould be ſo Ignorant. The 6 
Sir, a Man may paſs a jeit upon the Flyes without cttending you,or any body.ete# 

Crites. No queltiomon't Mr. Bays but prichce man, why fo fcyerc upon'th@* 
Proteſtant Congmunicants ? |; ; 

Bays. Becaule it is lounſcemly a fight to ſeea Fat Two-handed Layman, with 
a Face which you may divide as Dr Heylin has done the Kingdom of Pel:nd, 
in the Chanpain and the Woody, overgrown with Beard, and looking like 
* the Moon; haltxecovered out of an Eclipie (pray mind the compariton) ſpill 
half the Chalice upowhis V hiskers, and atterwards wipe 'em with his greafis 
Eibow. | = 
_ Crutes, Rather thati break ſquaresberween bach Churches as to that particular, 
1] cngage,; Mr.,Bays, that the. Laymen: ſhall all of 'em be faaycy betore they 
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Bays. Tr can never be done Sir, ſay you what you will, or propoſe what expe- 
dients you will; for a Laymans Face (and the experiment was made before no 
worſe company than the Council of Conſtance) can never be mac'e to fleek and 
all that, as a Sacerdotal count-nance: I have, Mr. Crues, tince * was reduced, 
lahoured in this affair to accommodate ir, as much as anv perion whatever, tor 
I wou'd not willingly pay for Wine and not have my ſhare, but it won't do. 
Another proje&1 have thought upon, which is a great deai more feaſtbie, may 
be of infinite advantage tothe Kingdom, and I hope may mect with better ſucceſs. 
Eugenins. Pray Mr. Bays what is that? | 
* Bays Why you know Sir, what a dull time Poets have had of it lately, ſince 
+ the Cnnliderers and Anſwerers of both fides have invaded rhe Preſs, no more to 
© do Tgad than a Player inthe Vacarion ; and Wait as perte& and meer a drug as 
& Wool before the BuryinF Act. Now what da you think I intend to do in this 
caſe, Mr. Crites? 
Crites. Faith Sir, Ican't tell, for I have no extraordinary hand at ſuppoſici- 
on and conjcCture. 
Bays. Nv, you may think and pump your imagination thele forty years, and 
ne're be the wiſer. Why, I intend But you'll halt Kill your ſelves with 
laughing ar the conceit—1 intend to get a Burying A tor the Mules. 
Crites. A Burying Act! As how I pray? 
* Bays. Iaill make my application rorhe Worſhipful Members of the next Par- 
+ liament, and repreſent to them the milerable condition of Nine Muſes, which 
*. 1s more to be pitticd I'gad, than all the ſufferings of the French Proteſtants. In 
; order to make my Petition meet with berter entertainment, and move their 
compaſſion, [1 11 tell them a Jamentable ſtory of Apolo,the Father of theſe Girls, 
7 how I ſaw him the other day Eating Spoon-meat amongſt Porters in the Stocks- 
* Market, in a little grealic old-faſhiond Black Cloak, which hung aboat his 
Shoulders like an Herald's Coat without fleeves, and ſcarce reach'd fo low as 
"one of your Sub-dcacons Surplices at Summerſet-houſe ;, likewiſc with a little Ex- 
-xinguiſher>like Hart on, and that when |1 enquired of him, how itcame to be ſo 
” uamercitully paired and-circumciſed, he ſhould anfwer that he parted with a 
* Groatsworth of the brim, to equip a Basket-hilt in Lacolns-[nn-Fields : nay, to 
ſecure my ſelf from all poſſible dangers of a diſappointment in the Caſe, I de- 
 fign to acquaint rhem with what the Old Gentleman had informed me concern- 
ing bis Daughters; thatualeſs their relief came preſently, they muſt he forced 
ike the Ciry Orphans, to marry below themlelves, and take up with Lawyers 
rks, Penny-Chroniclers, and Smirhfietd-Sonnitiers, tor want of tetter ; that 
durſt not make their appearance at. any places of publick retort, becauſe 
| they wanted the necefſary accommodation of Night-rails and Topgencts; an |! that 
* the truſty Keepers of MVeſtmis/ter had diſcarded them, ever fince they retrenched 
# their Families, and turned out their Servants to Board-wages. And then as for 
' himſelf, he proteſts that he hasnot taſted a dropof Wine fince the Conduirs piſt 
{ Claret atthe Coronation ; that he could not be truſted a week ago in Sr. PauPs 
 Church-yard,for halfa dozen ſtrings to his /elſh m_ though he was amongſt 
; fo many of his own Tenants, the Bookſellers; and laſtly, couſe his own expref- 
; fion (by which you may perceive his neceſſities have made him profane as well 
as delperate) thar he has ſublilted of late years like the poor melancholly Acci- 


Ctites, Nothing certainly will prevail upon them, Mr. Bays, if this tory won't: 

Bays, Nay, you may let m@alone ro move the hearts of any Aflembly in 
Chriitendoin. After I have pr:pofſhſsd them with this doletul Tale, 1 wilt 
humbly offer to cheir charitable conſiderations theſe following Propoſals. 

T har for encouraging the manufaCture of Poetry, (pray oblerve me Gentle- 
men, I call it a mauufaCture, becauſe to my ſelf it is more the trouble of the 
hngers than the labour of the brain) which has of late years, to the ruine of ſc- 
ycral Families, the decay of Trade, and the loſs of the Kingdom in general, 
been dilcontinucd ; both Houſes of Parliament think fit to ordain for the future, 

Firſt, T hat no perſon above the Degree of a Lord ſhall preſume to be buried 
under a dozen Stanza's of good lawful Pindaric Poctry ; tor which his Heirs, 
Executors, and Adminiſtrators ſhall pay a Crown a Stanza. 

Crites, But why hor. Mr. Bays, as well be buried is good Heroic ? 

Bays.” For a certain reaſon, Sir, which lam ſure will make you bepiſs your 
ſelf, tis ſo extremely diverting You know Sir, that Princes, Dukes, and Earls 
( Ican't help reflefting for the heart of me) are a ſort of lawleſs, ungovernable 
pcople : Now what kind of Poetry is ſoſuitable, do you think, tor theſe pet- 
ſons, asthat which defiesall Rules, leaps oyer all Conſticutious, and in fine, does 
what it pleaſes. 

Secondly, T hat all people, from the condition of a Lord down to a Baronet, 
ſhall be embalmed in rwenty pair of Hetoic Verſe, for which they ſhall pay a 
Noble. Now the reaſon why 1 am for burying theſe worthy Gentlemen in He- 
roic is this, T hat as the Nile ſeldom mounts above the 18th figure, and feldom 
cbbs below the 14th, fo true Valour rarely riſcs above a Lord, and rarely falls 
below the quality of a Boronct. 

Eugen. Why could you not, Mr. Bays, have borrowed your inſtance from the 
Quick-filycr in a Weather-glaſs, as well as travelled for one as far as Egypt. I 
find you are for hedging a ſtake in your old age amongſt the men of Valour, 

Thirdly, That Country Squires, Heads of Houſes, Dofors of Divinity, and 
the Civil Law, Prebends of Cathedrals; all Mayors, Bailifts, and Aldermen, @&c. 
ſhall be buried in their dearly-beloved Acroftics, (yourſee I am tart upon half 
the Nation) for which they are to pay ſeyen Groats ( cheap enough I'gad ) and 
that the Poet ſhall be bound to bait the laſt diſtich cithcr with pun or quibttez 
otherwiſe co receive nothing for his labour ; any thing in this AE or Statute to 
the contrary notwithſtanding, | 

Crites Methinks Mr. Bays, you ought in Conſcienee to have excepted the 
Mayors of Weooden-bajſet and Queenborough, I dare engage the Magiltrates there 
had rather be interred without the ſolemniry of an | Hao than go to the 
charges of paying for it. | 

Bays. No, no, they muſt pay, ifir were only for repreſenting his Majeſty. 

Fourthly, that all others of meancr-rank and families, ſhall be content to lye 
wrapt in a wholelome- ſhort ditty, ro the malancholly Tune of St. Sepulchres 
Chimes, for which they mult pay one fitigle Teſter. 

Fiſthly, That whereas Mr. Bays has. done the Nation ſuch important ſervice, - 
and gratificd all parties; that is libelled the Prieſts to pleaſe the Laity,ard rai 
at the Laity to- get himſelf reconciled to the Prieſts; lampoou'd the Court to ob-. 
-. lige histrukting trieads in the City) atid ridicul s the City to ſecure a | 


Lord at Coutt ; expoſed the kind Keepers of Covent-Gardento pleaſe rhe Cuckolds 
, of-Cheapſide, and drolled upon the Ciry Do-littles ro tickle the Covent-Garden 
 Limberbams, drawn his Pen againſt the Romaniſts, to win the hearts of Fanaticks 
and Socinians, aud afrerwards attack'd all rhe herd of dificnters, to retaliate the 
injury done to the Romaniſts;raiied ar Mutcimony to ingratiate with the ſup. r- 
rannuated Maids ot Honour, and damn'd a ſingle lite, ro get a Dinner amongſt 
the tond Husbands: Thar in conlideration of theſe, and {cveral other important _ 
ſervices, the Members of both Houtcs think fit to icttle the privileage of Licen- « 
ling all Poets whatſocyer, trom the humble dealcrs in I obacco-box inſcriptions, 
to the wholeſale Traders in Urammartick, on him and his heirs for ever; which 
Pocts are to renew thicir Licentcs every halt year : to obay all his Orders and 
Inſtruftions, arc never to exceed fhve hundred, and to be marked,in the back as 
Hackney-Coaches are -.-- --So much for this projects which is ngt much amis, 
conlidering every budv at Court, not the meanclt /zſhman excepted, arc now in 
the begging humour ) but 1 forger the main buttacts, my Story—- We continued 
at Greenwich full rwo days, all which tme we did nothing at all I'gad but drink 
andtipple : A ccrtain patlage happen'd the tecond day, which is not unworthy 
the relating, but becauſe we have already been fo much upon the digreſſion, Ile 
ene forbcar it 

Eugen. Nay, Mr. Bays, i: youl promite to be Laconick, let us have it. 

Bays, Acertain Gentleinan cane accidentally into the roo'n where we were 
drinking, and delired to be admitted into the rompany ; we told him any civil 
perſon was welcome, and to he was receiv'd. Some {hort time atrer, there hap- 
pen'd a little occaſional diſcourte concerning Purgatory, and this Spark was fo 
k unfortunate to lay he disbelicved it; now to the everlaſting ſhame of all choſe 
perſons who have che aſſurance to deny Purgatory, 1 maul'd him fo by dint of 
EF Argument, and Wit, ſhcer Wir i gad, that be had not one ſyllable to fay tor 
\, himſelf. 25 
bs Crites. Ithought Mr. Bays, that your dear ſelf at that time had been of the 
{ Gentlemans opinion. — | 
| Bays. Trath Sir I muſt needs own that I had no over great opinion of the place 
till this lucky paſſage contir med me. Indeed 1 had lite cawning of the Goſpel 
npon me tor a fortnight betore, bur it was a dountiul -1ummer:2g fort of a light, 
andas I may fav, jult like that by which Corinna obliged her Gallant, 

; Þars ad:perta fuit, pars alterd ceauſa feneſiree. : SOR 
L- Crites. Is not thatcompariſon of yours; Mr: Bays, fomewhat of tac lewdeſt 2 
Mechinks you might have reſembled the dawn ingot he Goltpeito loimetaing elſe, 

Bays. Tho it is a little luſcious, it is excecding witty, and that is all I defire 
in ai1mile. Sir, faid I to the Gentlemen, you don't believe Purgatory it ſeems, 
becauſe it was not diſcovered betore the 11th: Century, by the Abbot of Clugny, 
Right, ſays he. Why don't, you as well;JMr. Hiſ-acre ( rezoy n'd;1) believe there's 
po ſuch place as America, becauſe ic has npr been difcove red above.two hundred 
years ago; upon which we all fell a laughing, and the puoE Genygeman looked 
with as mortified a'countenance as Pharaobs Baker, of ramous memory, when his 


dream was interpreted , him. 


_ Brites. Faith Mr. and that was ill enough in all conſcience. 


a. Bays. Loxd; Mr: Grites,} bay abundred.umegmore t9.fay in behalfofi Pugs | 


\ 


Abbor's turn co ſpeak, who becauſe he is tomerhing of a Scholar, I haye made 


orbits — I can't endure to follow any mans footſteps, .and that's the reaſon I ſo 
mortally hate your Ficalnea Argumenta, your Aly drawn out of the Bible, . * 
W hart do you think Ideſign ar this very. preſent, but to write a Play-calld the 7 
diſcovery of Purgatory, and to bring im the Abbor of Cluzny-in the fc Scene 3 
with theſe lines in his.mouth: l 
Abbot. On what new flaming Country are we thrown, 
So long kept ſecret, and jo lately known, 
As if the Seats of Erebus withdrew, 
And here in private bad conceiv/d a new. | A 
Rate Tgad ; and now the Monk anſwers him: 
Monk. Fire, Charcoal, Pipes, Tobacco here are found, 
With which our Countreys plenteouſly abound : 
But Cyder and Cool Tankards bere are ſcant, 
Right I ime-juice we, and Punch moreover want. | 
Mind that more Morcover I pray, mcethinks it is ſo natural for a Monk, or a 
Country Parſon. 
As it thrs Infant 
Crites, What do you as if again, Mr. Bays ? 
Bays. Ay, Sir, and perhaps will As if it this hour longer if I pleaſe ; ſhould 
not the Monk, I pray, anſwer his Abbor. 
As if this Infant World yet unarrayd, 
Like Houſe with Bill on door were ſtars/d for want of Trade. 
The Quintefſence of Wir, by my Faith, Gentlemen, bur now it comes to the 


him demoliſh all the Peripatitic Philoſophy in a moment. 
Abbot. Here the true elementar fire reſides, 

And o're the ſpacious Fields in Triumph rides, 

Down then the Stagyrite w'th all bzs Crew, | 

Let Infamy and Scorn his Name purſue ; 

He held that Fire dwelt in Concava Lun, 

But here tis led&d, ſay I, the learned Clerk of Clugny. 
'Tis new, and out of the rode, this fame refleftion,” Mr. Crites ; and the Abbor, 
you muſt know, was the more willing to take this opportunity of quarrelling 
with Ariſtotlezfor his Peſtilent Hererical Do&rine about Accidents ; for my part, 
I owe him a grudge alſo, bur deſign as ſoon as I can, to get our of his debt; *rig 
but ſaying opcnly in a Coffce-houle, that Zeſuits Powder is the Bark of hisPrez 5 
dicamental Tree, and you deſtroy his Reputation for ever amongſt the Mobiles” 
Bur ro the Monk again "It 

Monk. Heav2n from all Ages wiſely did provide, 

And for the braveſt Church theſe Manjtons hide, 

That we whoſe Head Supreme, and unconfin'd, * 

[s neither God nor man, but of a middle kind; 

Should neither climbto Heaven, nor fink to Hell, 2 

' Butin ſome place between for endleſs Ages dwell. q 

There's a thought for you, Mr. Crites, match it me if youcan in the whole U- 
niverſe, tisall Aameand Spirit, and nothing but a Soul that has run through a/ 
courle of Chymiltry in Purgatory, could have utter'd it. After this follows one/Z 
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P Will only give you tlic heads of it; As ſoon asthe Monk had done ſpeaking theſe 


laſt words, a Meſſenger comes in from the Podeſta of Penſytoania, to acquaint - 
the Abbot of Cluguy,that his Maſter and the Supermtendent of New-England, did 
intend that morning to try a brace of Congregational. Bull-Dogs, at an Epiſco- 
pal Paxther ir. the Bear-Garden in the Ecliptic, and afcerwards fully reſolved to 
give him a mecting at his Toleration-apartment in Purgatory ; and that if 
they liked the ſcituarion of the Country, the teznper ofthe Climate, the conve- 
nience of Trading, and found the place capable of | cing improved and culti- 
vated, they wauld preſcntly ſend him a Colony of huge Mortals, with large 
Hats, and no Cravats, to inhabitic. Whereupon | 

Eugen. Under Corrc&ion, Mr. Bays, this ſame Abbot of Clugny is a very un- 
civil perſon to put you out ot your road thus. Come Sir, your half hour is al- 
ready paſt, and we won't be ſo unimannerly as to hinder your Deyotion, and 
make you more matter for the next Confeſſion. 

- Bays. Goodſookers, Mr Eugenins, are you a going already > Why, I am but 
juſt enter'd upon my tory, and che beſt part of it is !ti]l behind : Pl] rreſpaſs this 
once on Father what d'ye call him If you'll fit down on the next Bench 
and hear it Our. 

| Eugen. With all my heart, provided it will be no injury at all to you, Mr. 
Bays, tor I ſhould be as loath zo hinder a Poets Devotion, as an Alderman's Alms, 
or a Souldiers Sobricty the Reformation of a Player,or the Loyalty of a Difſenter. 

Bays. 'Till be no injury art all I'gad——Now once in my lite, Mr. Crites, Ill 
borrow my method from a Country Parſon. You know 'tis the way of thoſe * 
dull, formal, inlipxd Animals, after they have made a long tedious harangue 
in the Morning, to ſerve it up in the Afternoon as the people do at their cold 


* meat, the better to imprint it in the memory of their Flock, as they pretend ; 


but I'gad, I fay only to withdraw the Afternoons diſcourſe, and {ave themſelves 
the expenceof a little Candle-light and thinking. Even fo, Gent'emen, if you 
pleaſe to remember, Irold you that in the-year 1685. | chance ro ©» down to 


J* Greenwich with ſome Jriſh Gentletnen, where tor the (pac? of two cays (pray obs 
- ſerve the expreſſion, becauſe it came trom the oti.cr tide Iappins) Drinking 


had got the Weather-gage of Sobricry. Bur now I am come to tell you, that 
he next morning after, I look d as ill as as poor Gentleman of the Town, who 

paſt through a Syl{tem of Natural Philoſophy, ſome half a dozen times at 

the Baenio; I was all over in a flame, and fo very lick (that though I am far 


-from p— the place) yer I ſhould be very well content to have no 
" @ther puniſhment in 


ied on the Council of 25 at Genzva, than toſhare that il1- 
neſs between them, which Iendured in my own perſon. 

Crites; I thought Mr. Bays, that the man who could endure ſuch a brunt for 
two days, was a confirm'd ſeaſon'd Debauchee, and that nothing could hurt him, 

Bays. Alas Sir, $ ſeldom ugd to engage upon ſuch hot ſervice, unleſs an extra- 
ordinary occaſion happen'd, and then I ſure to do ſufficient Pennance the next 
morning. But to proceed Sir, my Wife wo 11d of all loves perſwade me to re- 
pair the breaches of Nature with a little Dyer-Drink: No, reply'd I, not for all 
the World, I ſcorn to be indebted to ſcandalous Dyet-drink for my health, as 
much as I do ſteal Verſes from a Grave-{tone-0 purchaſe' the reputation of a 
nued I) I ſcorn it more than a Fanatick does to bind up his Bible 


a. 4 —— 


| fel What relation pray. Mr. Rap, Nas the Common-Prafer-Bobk anJ" 
&, 10. Your, Vy IHes FUTINR © Sidi Page © ri Ou Is 

E- "3 hs not at-alf,  how'Thbuld it? Ir'is ohly Compariſon, Mr. Crites, and & 

Compariſon always ought to be ſutprizing* Wall, after Thad conſulted my con- 

ſtitution a little, I Was'feſdlyecd to relieve my ſelf with Brandy, which accord- 

ingly i did, in a Corner-ſhop df the Street, 'and there fell into the moſt profound 

contemplation, that ever ay uninfpited perſon was” polleſs'd with ; But, pray, 


Gentlemen,” what doYou think'it was that employet my meditation ? 
' Crites,” Why Hell: fire, Mr: Bays, for any thing T kno to the'contrary ; if, as 
you ſay, your contetnplation was fo very profound, : 2M 
Bays. Well, I proteſt to you, Mr. Crites, you are enough to make any body 
ſplit with laughing : Hell-fire,.1 can allure youy ſuch a thought never came into 
my Head ſince. my Nurſe bound it up'for me. Gad forgive me, that you'cou'd 
ever imagine a Poet ſhoy]d mortifie himſelf with ſuch a conſideration; Iam ture 
I have made more adyanCces this way than any of my Tribe, ' yet cou'd never, 
for the heart of me, travel further than Purgatory. - But to deal honeſtly with 
you, I thought of a certain buſineſs that was. full as terrible 1 gad, and that was 
this : 1 conſidered with my ſeIfthat the general conflagration of the World could 
not, be aboye'teh years off at.the fartheſt, which made me reſvlve to part with 
all my dating fins on the ſudden, 'and' betake my Telf to the proteCtion of thi 
Church, which cou'd give me the mot porincing aſſurances of Salvation, © ©? 
| Eugen. But pray, Mr, Bays, upon Wilat ground was it that 'you believed the 
day of Judgment was ſo nigh 2? WE ey 1 | 
Bazs. tf you have 4 mind to edify,' Gentlemen, by what Lam going torelate, 
I mul entrcat you to be very attentive; for, as the affair we'treat of is exceed- 
ing nic6 wo delicate, ſo if you Ioſe but one chain of the Demonſtration, you 
had, as good have jen 'not one Syllable —1. confider'd with' tmy (elf, that from 
the firſt peopling of this Iſland till the Reformation, a lietle Ale, euicouraged with 
Sugar and Roſemary, , paſſed for an univerſal Cordial all the Nationover-— This 
.is my Principe —Iiclevitical Aqua Vite now and then interpoſed ; and I can 
exactly tell you how Tong the Eclipfe endured ; * that is, how the Ale laboured 
under a diſtgſpect, and likewiſe how many digits were obſcured; that is, how 
many Counties were guilty of uſing modern Aqua Vite inſtead of primitive an- 
cient Ale ; but this being a nicety, which perhaps needs not be fo curiouſly ex- 
amined, twill be better to wave it, and therefore I ſhall only deſire you to re- 
member, that Ale, prepared after the above-mentioned manner, continuedin 
yery good repute and credit till the Reformation. | 
Crites, Yes, yes, Mr. Bays, andas 1 fake-it, this Occumenical Cordial of yours, , 
was contirmed in half a dozen Provincial Synods,” held in Cutters Theatre, in 
Warwick-lane. Gt 
Bays. As for that, I cannot paſs my word, friend Cyites, nor am I willing to 
ſay any thing but what I have from uuqueſtionable Tradition —. Now when the - 
heat of Controverſie and Enthuſiaſm had fet the body Natural of the body Po- 
 litick.in a ferment, it was obſerv'd, that Ale and Beer were too cold for the 
Conſtitutions of the people, and that they could no longer paſs for Cordials, 


# 


panion , 


Ewgen. Alas! Poor diſcarded Ale, how do | pity thee! That thy old @om- - 
| E | 


4 panion Rofe. mary, the reliever of thy lafiemities;and t] 6 fupp3tt of thy Old 'by « 


- 2 « I 
ould be forc'd to abandon thee ! - But-pray, Mr, Bays, 18 Religion ſo great an 
Inflamer ? I never underſtood that piece of Philoſophy before. FOO 

Bays. Your Proteſtant Religion inflames as much, or rather more "than a 
Hettic Feaver; which I can make good by an undeniable demonſtration to you, 
if you'l both of you promiſe not to forget the foundation I have hitherto been 
laying down. Crites. No, no, Mr. Bays, we wont forget it. | 

Bays, Why then I have this queſtion to ask you, .Mr- Crites, were you ever 
at a Quakers meeting ? Crites. Very frequently Sir. 

Bays. Then tell me bona fide whether you ever ſaw a handſome Woman of 
that ſullen perſwaſion ? Come conſeſs the truth, 

Cries, That 1 have, I can aſſure thee, little Bays. 

Bajs. You may take it from me, ſhe was a Novice then, or elſe the heat'of 
her zeal had certainly diicoloured and ſfowr'd her countenance, and made her 
look like the reſt of her Sex in thoſe Pagan Aſſemblies. 1t is an Article of my 
Faith, that it is as impoſlible for a Woman to be a Quaker any time and hand- 
ſame, as 'tis impoſlible for one to be a man of buſineſs and not dull: If you take 
a Barrel of Ale and place it to.the Sun-ſhine of your backſide, perhaps in the 
firſt week you'll find no alteration, but in two or three months it certainly turns 
to Vinegar. _. | | 

Crites, Very right, Mr, Bays; buggprithee ſhut your hands of this ſimile as 
ſoon as you can, ; 

Bays. So likewiſe a She- Quaker for the firſt half year may make a ſhift to pre- 
ſerve her Beauty; but afterwards, in ſpight of all Spaniſh Wool and Pomatums, 
' the heat of her Religion will contract the Muſcles in her face: Which is the rea- 
ſon that all your thorough-paced Women of that opinion ;have 'an awkward 
grinning ſort of a look, for gtinning, whether you know it or no, is nothing elſe 
but a contraction of the Muſcles) and are as eaſily known by it all the World 
over, as the men are by their ſet looks, formal Hats, anſhort Cravats. 

Eugen, If you have done with this point, Mr. Buys, pray let mc entreat you to 
realſume the buſineſs of the Cordial. © h S 
* Bays, Well then, Ale aud Beer being, for theſe reaſons I mentioned, thus diſ- 
banded we were forced to travel to the Canaries for a Cordial, and accordingly 
brought over Potent Catbol:ek Sack ; Sack had not long danced about inThimbles 
and 5pooafuls,but it defir'd to leave the Aporbecaries Shop, was very ambitious 

' toinhabit a Tavern- Vault,” and long'd*extreamly to converſe. with men of Wit 
and Gayety, inſtead of Goflips, "Nurſes, Mid-wifes, and decrepit Aldermen : 
But as familiarity makes every thing in theWorld contemptible,fo ina ſhort time 
Sack grew out of faſhion, ceas'd te perform its ancient office of a Cordial; and 
towards the latter end of the late, Uſurpation, when we took Tamaica from the 
Spaniards, was forced to refigh it ſelf to potent Bramdy. Brandf having had a 
large uncontroll'd, but a ſhort reign, ſtands now upon its Tiptoes, and is ma- 
king way for the Spirits of Wine, | 

Crizes, Fig what fgns is it, Mr. Bays, that you conclude the downfal and 
overthrow of Brandy ? To my poor judgment now, it ſeems as puiſſant and 
well-beloved a Monarch as ever, 

Bajs, Becau(t it has of laic years removed out of the City into the Country, 


% 


15's 22) | *_ 
- where lan ſure it muſt, like the. Goddeſs of Juſtice, take its laſt farewel of Mor. * 
tals, ''Now after we have accaſtomed our ſelves to Spirits of Wine one_half a 
ſcore years, and conſequenely, heated our Tenements of Clay, our bodies, to 


ehe higheſt degree imaginable, if, as I told you before, . the Conflagration toes 
not then happen,according to this ſure Infallible Calculation,mind me, Mr.Crites, 
I give you free leave before your friend here; to poſt meup in a Gazette, foras 
ſcandalous an Author as the Modern Dealer in Natural Hiftory; or, if that won't 
ſerve your turn, as the whole litter of Narrative-mongers, bound up ina Volume, 

Exgen, Truly, Mr. Bays, this is a very aſtoniſhing, ſtrange notion of yours, as 
I ever heard in my life, - | 

Bays. 1 muſt needs value my ſelf ſomewhat upon it, becauſe it is properly the 
product of my imagination, and no perſon in the World ever thought of it be= 
fore, But, Gentlemen, you'l entertain more favourable thoughts of this diſcove- 
ry, I'm confident, if you] do me the honour to judge impartially of theſe two 
following: collateral arguments, which unleſs | am extremely deceiv'd in pal- 
ſing my opinion of things, very ſtrongly back, and confirm the aforeſaid Hypo- 
theſis, The firſt is the immoderate and exceſſive taking of Tobacco, which pelti. 
lent, noyſome weed, was brought into Ewrspe much about the time when Calvis 
tapp'd his Anti-Hierarchical Hogſhhead of Presbytery at Geneva, You are ſenſible 
that Childrenſmoak more now-adays,than even Souldiers.and Carmen did here-= 
tofore; and that more of this naſty ſtuff is ſpent at a beaſtly City-feaſt, than 
would have ſerved the whole Kingdom fFmerly. Now Tobacco drys the 
Brain, inflames the Blood, encreaſes Choler, and takes away all that radical mot- 
ſture, which even the Brandy had the generoſity t o ſpare. So much for the 
firſt — ; 
Crites. Before you proceed any further, Mr. Bays, pray what do you think of F 
the mighty requeſt that Snuffand Coffee are in ; You know both of them are %Y 
exceeding dryers ; will not this hint now ſerve to illuſtrate your Cauſe ? 

Bays. You may ſay what you pleaſe of Coffee, but nat a word of Suutf, Mr. # 
Crites, as you value your reputation, *tis too ſacred a thing to be jeſted with; 
you have freeliberty from your Friend Bays, to make bold with every thing in 
the world, excepting Snuff and the diſpencing Power. The other thing which 
confirmed me in this opinion, is likewiſe very ſhrewd and convincing, 1 could 
not but obſerve, Gentlemen, the great uſe of Deal within theſe few years every 
where, 

Eugen, And what of that, Mr. Bays, you have no quarrel ſure to the Norway- 
Company,: for impotting ſo much of the King of Denmerks Timber. 

Bays. Not the leaſt Sir ; but Deal, you know, by reaſon of its unctuous reſi. 
nous ſubſtance,is the ſooueſt fired and the hardeſt to be extinguiſhed of any Tim. 
ber in Dodona's Grove, and therefore it ſeem'd to me a flat deſign of providence 
to engage mankind in this tickle, ſhort-lived ſort of building, to fit their Houſer, 
as well as their Bodies, for the Univerſal Conflagration ; You know quos wyls 

erdere Fupiter dementat ; and I am ſure, thoſe that Jupiter intends to deltroy by 
tire, thoſe will Fupiter by ſeveral methods and qualifications prepare and fitten 
for that buſineſs ; for it 1s nat the way of providenceto do things on the ſudden, _ 
but to proceed by degrees, to diſpoſe every particular circumſtance for the enſy. 
ing affair, and ſtay till there's a joynt concurrence in all the. parts to advance th 


- - * PE "= - . c_ - 


| 23 rr — 
- and if you think it deſerves the name of an Eſſay, perhaps I may have it publiſh. 
edamongſt the curioſities of the next Bibliotheque Univerſal, or printed by way 
of Appendix, or Suppliment to Burnets Theoria telluris, : : | 
Crites, 1 muſt confeſs, Mr. Bays,it deſerves a publick appearance, if you pleafe 
to oblige the world (o far, which however you ſeem'd very loath to do ; but 
under favour, Sir, how came this ſame Speculative point to bring:yow over to 
the Catholick paſty. ; 9 71 
' Bays. Vil tell you Sir, hoping that the reaſonsI am going to ennumerate, which 
were of that efficacy as to reduce me, may be able to prevail upon both of you 
to quit your exroncousÞerſwaſion : I mult confeſs my unskilfulnets in a buſinels 
of this nature ; and that | have not taken upon me the weighty province of gain- 
ing Converts long enough to ſay | ſhall make no miſtakes in the management ; 
and therefore I muſt ſecure my ſelf of your pardon before 1 advanceinto fo. intri- 
cate an undertaking After I had thus faln upon this metaphyſical contemplation, 
1 found my ſelf concern'd to make the belt proviſion for my Soul that 1 could, 
and that it was high ume to conſider the circumſtances of my wretched conditi- 
on, I reflected upon the unhappy miſcarriages and over-boilings of my Youth, 
the ſolemn tranſgreſſions of my manhood ; the paſſion, pride, and complicated 
lins of my Old age ; Icalld to mind the injuries I had done both Church and 
State, and all thoſe unlawful, brutal attempts, which in my former days of ig- 
norance, I had made upon all the degrees of mankind, and which I have fo co- 
piouſly related to you. At laſt, Meer an impartial unprejudiced ſcrutiny into all 
the viſible Churches of the Univerſe, I fougd ttiat tne Catholicks only proceeded 
upon ſure grounds ; that theirs was the well conſtituted Church which main. 
tain'd Infallibility at its own coſt and charges, while all other Aſſemblies declined 
' the expence ; that it had the diſcretion to keep an Enſuring Office in the Camera 
Apoſtclica, and for a ſmall conſideration wou'd ſecure a mans 'Tenement, with 
ſetting a Papal Phoenix upon it, from all damages of Fire hereafter, —— Where- 
fore, at that very moment I ſhifted my party, and betook my ſelf to that Pri, 
mitive Indulgent Mother, which heretofore converted our Anceſtors from Pa. 
ganiſm, and has ever ſince been attended and adorned with a continued ſeries 
of Miracles. 


Cries. 1 hope however, Afr. Bays, you'll preſerve a charitable thought of the eſtabliſhed Relj. 
gion, for all it came trom King Henry's incontinence, fince your own Reformation proceeded from 
3 Debauch, and had its birth, growth and full maturity in a Brandithop. 

Bas, 4 might be enclined Sir, to do ſuch a thing, if ir could be allowed with any tollerable con- 
y-nience, bur if you once. forbid a Romaniſt to meddle with that Topic, he has as littte to ſay as a 
Billy when you tye him up from ſwearing ; or a Poet, when you debar him the liberty of repeat- 
tag : 'Tis not to be granted, Mr. Crites, But now, becauſe I will proceed, regularly in my dif- 
courſe, you ſhall firſt of all hear thoſe exceptions which I made to the Proteſtant Aſſemblies ; and 
ſecondly; the reaſons which confirmed and ſettled me in the boſom of the Reman Catholick Church, 

Ergen. With all my heart, but I think we had beſt retire ro ſome more convenient place in the 
Walks, for I ſee ſome company coming torward; 

Bazs God ſo! *Tis the learned Author of the Nubes Teſtium, and the worthy perſon who has 
done the Chriſtian World ſuch Service, in proving that the brlief of a Trinity.js nor ſettled upon 

* a better bottom than T ranſubſtartiation : I have promis'd, now I remember, to dine with them at 
a Noble Gentlemans in the Hay-Market, and therefore I muſt requeſt you to excuſe me at preſent 
But if you pleaſe to give me the meeting at Wills Coffee-houſe, about Three in the After- 


noon, well remove into a private room, where over a Diſh of Tea, we may debate this impor t- 
anc affair with all che ſolitude imag nable, | 
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